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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

By arrivals, at New York, we have further ad- 

vices from Europe, from the 11th to the 20th ult. 
ENGLAND. 

By the packet ship St. Lawrence, captain Bunker, 
at New York, we have Liverpool papers to March 
llth and Londoa to the 10th inclusive. By the Al- 
bany, captain Watson, we have Paris and Havre pa- 
pers to the 7th of March. 

The rates of discount on banker’s security, con- 
tinued at 3} to 4} per cent. and on goo secondary 
paper 5 to 6 per cent. without however, there being 
many bills offering. 

The alarm created in the money market by the 
great demand for money by the tea people to meet 
their prompts has subsided. 

Mr. Featherstonhaygh and Mr. Mudge have not 
_ inade their report upon their survey of the N. 

. boundary line. 

Lord John Russell has suggested the position of 
affairs on the boundary line as an argument for main- 
taining the strength of the British army in Canada. 
—Nothing, however, was said of the prospect of a 
war. 

Northeastern boundary. Inthe British house of 
commons, March 9th, lord John Russell in the course 
of sone remarks upon the estimates and the ariny, 
salu— 

‘*Ihe whole difficulty with respect to the bounda- 
ry question in America was the failure of his noble 
friend and the government to make a reply to the 
ultimatum sent from the United States. His noble 
friend in the course of last year, had transmitted a 
project for the purpose of finally settling this ques- 
tion with the American government. After the 
lapse of aconsiderable period the American govern- 
ment sent back a different one, called a counter-pro- 
ject, with various provisions of theirown. At the 
Same time that these provisions reached this country 
there at the same time arrived gentlemen who bad 
been ordered tomake a survey of the part of the 
country in which the disputed boundary existed.— 
‘These gentlemen were now employed in making a 
report of their survey, and as soon as their report 
was received, an answer would be given to this coun- 
ter-project of the American government. 

‘*That was the state of things at present, which 
would show honorable gentlemen that there was not 
the want of any attention in making an answer to the 
ullimatum, a3 the honorable member called it, of the 
American government. There was another question 
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Maine to parts stated to belong to this country 
which had led to proceedings between the lieutenant 
governor of New Brunswick, and the authorties of 
the state of Maine. That had led to some corres- 
pondent which had appeared, and it had led to the 
necessity of protecting the road and the shores by 
which our troops moved from New Brunswick to 
Canada, and which it was necessary to provide 
against, as gangs of persons roved about on parts 
held not to belong to either party. He would not go 
into the general statement which his right honorable 
friend the secretary of war would presently make, 
and he thought that (Mr. Macauley) would show 
that they were not liable to be charged with asking 
for two great an estimate if they were to retain the 
means which were necessary for preserving this great 
empire in its state of safety, and at the same time of 
resisting aggressions, from whatever part they might. 
come.” 

We have later accounts from the north of Europe, 
and from Hamburgh to the 3rd ult. There were 
some speculations in wheat for the British market 
going on. 

Private letters by the St. Lawrence, state that 
Mr. Jaudon will return to the United States by the 
packet of the Ist May—the affairs of the United 
States bank being in a fairer condition. The news 
that Pennsylvania had paid the interest on her loan, 
had produced a favorable condition. 

The accounts from Loudon possess little interest 
here. The most important item in general politics 
that we find in these papers, is the particulars of the 
force England has already directed or is about to di- 
rect against China, the magnitude of which would 
indicate that the intentions of the British govern- 
ment are not confined to the mere mercantile ques- 
tion, but that she contemplates territorial acquisi- 
tions or the overthrow of the Chinese government; 
and when it is recollected that the native princess 
of India were- subdued and the foundation of the 
British empire there, laid by, comparatively speak- 
ing, a handful of men, there can be little doubt, that 
with the means England has now employed, she will 
succeed in her plans of conquest, however vast they 
may be. 

The London Courier states that lord Durham is in 
a very precarious state of health, so much so as to 
cause great uneasiness to his friends. 

Expedition to China. We are enabled to Jay be- 
fore our readers this week a correct statement of the 
particulars of the vessels which have already sailed, 
and are yet to sail, for the purpose of vindicating 
British honor on the coast of China. The Blenheim, 
74 guns, sailed direct for China from Portsmouth, on 
the 17th February; Melville, 74 guns, from the Cape; 
Wellesley, 74 guns, from the Indian station; Blonde, 
46, direct from Plymouth, on the 26th February; 
Druid, 48, from the Cape via Sydney, on the 5th 
of November; Pylades, 18, direct from Plymouth, on 
the 23d of February; Nimrod, 20, from Plymouth, 
on the 24th February, (with duplicate instructions 
for admiral Elliott); Modeste, 18, from the Cape, 
on the 5th November; Wanderer, 18, sailed for the 
Cape on the 12th February from Plymouth, with or- 
ders to admiral Elliott to proceed with all his cor- 
vettes and take command in China. 

Besides these ships another 74 has orders; the 
Pique, 38; Andromache, 28; 10 vessels from the In- 
dian station, from 18 to 28 guns each; part of the In- 
dian navy, 2 vessels from the cape station, 18 guns 
each; 2 from the South American station, 18 and 28 
guns each; 2 from the South Wales station, 11 to28 
guns each; 2 large steamers, supposed to be the Se- 
sostris and the Queen. The expedition includes 
from 12 to 15,000 men. [London Com. Jour. 

The Constantinople intelligence of the Journal 
de Smyrne, under date of 16th Feb. says—*A treaty 
of commerce, similar to that with England, has just 
been made with the United States. 

London, March 9,—(evening). In the consol 
market very little business has been done, and it has 
been considered heavy, though the money price has 
shown a disposition to improve. 

Liverpool, March9. Cottonmarket. The market 
has been very quiet to-day, only about 2,500 bags sold. 
In prices there is no change. On Saturday 2,500 
bags were also sold. 

Liverpool corn market, March 9. During the last 
seven days there have been imported 630 barrels of 
flour from the United States. Throughout this pe- 
riod the wheat trade bas continued in that inert po- 





sition in which we have had occasion to report it for 
several previous weeks. There is little free Ame- 
rican flour now in the market; itis selling in small 
parcels at 44s. 6d. to 45s. per barrel. From 4,000 
to 5,000 barrels have changed hands, in bond, at 31s. 
er bbl. , 

; The ship Memphis at New York, sailed from Li- 
verpool on the 16th March, and brings news six days 
later. Kirt 

The London money market continues favorable.— 
Bullion was coming in fast: about $3,000,000 were 
expected by shipson the way. Exchanges upon ail 
places except New York, are turning more in favor 
of London. 


In parliament, on the 12th lord Palmerston gave 
information about China. The reported declaration 
of war by the governor general was without foun- 
dation. ‘The East India company would have nothing 
to do with the measures taken by England, ex- 
cept to afford aid, if required. The goverior gene- 
ral had been instructed, however, to make prepara- 
tions for war. 

Adviers from Canton to the 15th December had 
been received. ‘here was no news of any import- 
ance beyond what we have had by arrivals direct. 
The British vessels were still at Kongkoo. 

The Calcutta Courier states that the European 
force to be employed on this occasion will consist 
of not less than 10 regiments; 6 of whom will be 
sent direct from England, 2 from Calcutta and 2 from 
Madras. 


Its destination was not known, but it was deemed 
probable that it would be directed against Canton or 
some other point on the coast of which forcible pos- 
session would be kept untilthe Chinese government 
should be brought to reason. The last accounts from 
China are dated the Sth of December. The emperor 
had addressed to governor Lin, a decree prohibiting 
the importation of all British goods, and the trade 
with China was consequently at an end. 

The Chinese are making vigorous preparations for 
a desperate resistance. Large bodies of Chinese 
troops have landed at Macao. 

On the evening of the 12th, off Holly head, the 
ship Roman, from Savanah, was run down by the 
ship Richard Anderson, from New Orleans. The 
Roman sunk in an hour. Her captain died on board 
the R. A. shortly after he reached her. Crew saved. 
The whole a total loss. 


Liverpool, March 13. Great import of cotton. 
Yesterday not less than 14 vessels, laden with cotton 
to the amount of about 25,000 bales, entered the Mer- 
sey. Of these 12 werefrom New Orleans, 1 from 
Charleston, and 1 from Natchez. Atleast ascore of 
cotton ships are now due. 


London money market, stock exchange, Friday af- 
noon. ‘The shares of the United States bank had 
improved to £17; but have since declined, and are 
to-day about 10s. per share lower. There is little 
doing in American stocks, which are nearly unsalea- 
ble, with the exception of Rothschild’s Pennsylvania 
debenture, and these are in demand to day at7 prem. 
or 99 per cent. 


From the London Globe, March 14. 

The foreign exchanges, yesterday, looked more 
favorable again: the rate on Hamburgh advanced 
nearly + per cent. and it was difficult to dispose of 
the bills offered towards the end of ’change. On 
Paris the course remained unaltered, and Amster- 
dam was quoted a shade higher. 

The doubts, so long entertained, about the reflux 
of bullion to England, may be laid aside for the pre- 
sent, the Mexican packet arrived this week with 
$450,000, and other vessels, on their way home, are 
known to have together, about $3,000,000 on board; 
all of which will arrive during the spring. 

This, coupled with the upward tendency of the 
European exchanges, is quite sufficient to keep u 
our stock of specie for some months, now that the 
Bank of England has succeeded in liquidating her 
engagements in Paris and Hamburg, consequently 
relieving her from the necessity of making further 
payments to those places in specie. 

However, the state of exchange with America will 
stillcause some uneasiness; at present, it appears un- 
reasonable to expect that the immense supplies of 
new cotton can be brought forward to Europe with. 








out affecting the New York exchange unfavorably, 
as the Americans take so small a portion of manu- 
factured goods in return, 
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We have had a moderate business in cotton to- 
day (Saturday) the sales being 2,000 bags with a 
dull warket, bat without any change in’ prices. 

Liverpool corn market, March 14. A c¢hange of 
wind has brought up a numerous fleet of vessels 
during the last few days, increasing the week’s im- 
port of British grain, &c. to upwards of 20,000 quar- 
ters of wheat. At yesterday’s market wheat gene- 
rally brought 1d. to 2d. per bushel cheaper. Ame- 
rican duty paid flour has brought 43s. 6d. to 44s. 
and about 2,000 bbls. have changed hands, in bond, 
at 31s. per bbi. 

Liverpool, March 14, _ There has been rather more 
doing in tobacco, and the sales reach 200 bhds. com- 
prising’ 30 for Ireland, 25 for Scotland, 30 for ex- 
port, 50 Virginia leaf for resale, and the remainder, 
of 65 hhds. to the trade. In prices there is no 
change. ! 

London corn market, March 13. The wheat trade 
to-day has been very dull. Foreign remains nomi- 
nally the same, but very little doing in it. 


Wheat averages. Imperial weekly average, end- 
ing January 31, 65s. 2d.; Feb. 7, 64s. 1ld.; l4th, 
65s. 3d.; 21st, 65s. 11d.; 28th, 66s. 4d.; March 6th, 
66s. 1ld. Aggregate average of the six weeks, 65s. 
9d. Duty, 21s. Sd. 

By the packet ship South America, capt. Baily, 
the New York Herald? has received intelligence to 
the 20th ult. from Liverpool, and 19th from London. 

England has now declared war against China. 
Lord Auckland has received instructions to that 
effect. 

We have the details of such active preparations 
of war in British India and in England, as invaria- 
bly precedes a more open and formal declaration. 
By an oveiland mail, received at London froin In- 
dia, the London papers of the ith ult. published 
accounts from Canton to the 15th of Dec. last, and 
many days later from Calcutta. The news wasim- 
mediately given to the public, and produced great 
There is not yet any formal 
declaration of war by England, but it is well know 
that such a thing would not be done till the govern- 
ment is ready to make a blow. The preparations 
in India and England are on a very extensive scale. 

Declaration of war against China, by the British. 
Intelligence reached London on the Lith of March, 
by the overland mail from India, stating that the go- 
vernor general of India has,in the name of the 
British government, declared war against China. 
This important news is contained in the despatches 
from Bombay, dated January 31, and was brought 
to Marseilles on the 7th. The most extensive pre- 

arations were making in the Indian harbors. His 
lordehip had advertised for 40,000 tons of shipping, 
for the transport of the troops to China, 14,000 of 
which were to be supplied by Calcutta, and the 
rest by Madras and Bombay. 


The expedition was to rendezvous at and sail 
from Calcutta. Seven regiments quartered in this 
last presidency had been ordered to prepare for em- 
barcation, and the whole expedition was to consist 
of 16,000 men. Its destination was not known, 
but it was deemed probable that it would be direct- 
ed against Canton or some other point on the coast, 
of which forcible possession would be kept until the 
Chinese government should be brought to reason. 

The last accounts from Canton are dated Decem- 
ber 8. The emperor had addressed to governor 
Lin a decree prohibiting the importation of all Bri- 
tish goods for war, and the trade with China was 
consequently at an end. 

The Americans continued to pursue their trade 
unmolested, and their ships were arriving and de- 
parting as usual, 


From the London Times of March 13. “It will 
be seen by the letter of our correspondent that the 
Bombay journals are silent respecting the absolute 
declaration of war, which we yesterday stated had 
been made against China by lord Auckland; but 
this is a matter of no consequence, and struck as, 
indeed, as supererogatory. ‘The preparation of an 
expedition to make war is more decisive on that 
point. When the fleet arives at Macao, a procla- 
mation will no doubt be issued by the English com- 
inander.” 


London money market, March 14. Further intel- 
ligence by the overland mail is hourly expected in 
the city. The declaration of war against China 
has caused much briskness in the tea market, but 
the speculators are rather loth to “go ahead” too 
soon, and prices are therefore 1,ot above 2d. per Ib. 
higher than yesterday, company’s congous realising 
33. and free trade teas 2s. 9d. per lb. 

The news from China has had the effect of de- 
pressing the value of the public securities about 
5-8 per cent. as compared with the quotations of 
‘esterday morning, consols having been marked as 
ow as 90 1-4 to 1-2 for present transfer, and 90 1-4 
to 7-8 for time. Exchequer bills have been steady 





at 20s. to 2%: premium; and East India bonds at 
3s. premium, although in the event of a war with 
China the probability of some further financial ope- 
ration for replenishing the treasury would be ren- 
dered less remote. ‘The new three and a half per 
cents have realized 98 7-8 to 99. 

The foreign exchanges were steady this after- 
noon. Bills on Paris were negotiated at 25f. 55c. 
to 60c.; on Hamburg at 139 1-4 to 3-8; on Amster- 
dain at 12, 2 1-4, and on Antwerp, 12, 2. 

The funds elosed rather better this afternoon, 
consols for present transfer being quoted 90 1-8 to 
1-2, and for time 90 3-4 to 7-8; exchequer bills re- 
mained at 20s. premium, and the new three anda 
half per cents, in consequence of one or two sales, 
dropped from 99 to 98, 3-8. 


Two o'clock. Three per cent. consols are 90 1-2 
for present transfer, and 90 7°8 for time. Spanish 
active bonds continue heavy at 29. 

The following were the latest official quotations 
of American securities:—Alabama (ster.) 5’s, 81; 
Indiana (ster.) 5’s, 82; Illinois 6’s, 82; Louisiana 
(ster.) 5’s, 89; Maryland 5’s, 85; Massachusetts 
(ster.) 5’s,—; New York, 1855, 5’s, 871-2; Ohio 
6’s, bg Pennsylvania 5’s, 76 1-2; South Carolina 
5’s, 87. 

Liverpool cotton market, March 16. The demand 
for American cotton has been limited throughout 
the week, during which the market has been dull, 
and closes heavily, but without change in price 
since last week. Sea Island barely maintains for- 
mer rates. Egyptian is in improved demand and 
more saleable at previous quotations. Brazil is in 
moderate demand at last week’s rates. Surat is 
without change in price. The sales of the week 
amount*to 14,350 bales including 500 American on 
speculation and 500 American and 40 Surat for ex- 
port, 130 Sea Island, 11d.a12; 10 stained do. 10 
1-4; 2,670 Upland, 5 1-226 3-4; 1,380 Mobile, &c. 
5 1-4a6 3-8; 6,935 New Orleans, 5 1-4a7. 

March 19. The sales since Friday amount to 
15,000 bags of which 3,000 are sold today. The 
market is heavy, and purchases are made to better 
advantage than last week, although the reduction 
in prices issmall. Arrived, 35 vessels from the U. 
Stares,2 from Brazil, and 1 from Egypt. 


FRANCE. 

The Paris correspondent of the New York Cou- 
rier writes as follows under date of 7th March: 

The internal situation of France is not improved. 
Bankruptcies are lamentably numerous, and trade 
in a deplorable condition. This applies in a pecu- 
liar manner to the cotton manufactures. There is 
no demand for the raw material. Hundreds, nay, 
thousands of families engaged in that branch of ma- 
nufacture are thrown outof employment, and are 
consequently starving. A great stir has been made 
about the importation of British linen cloth and 
linen yarn, and it is likely that further severe mea- 
sures will be taken to prevent it, for the home ma- 
nufacturer suffers exceedingly. The last accounts 
from those parts of the country in which flax is 
raised, state that owing to the wetness of the sea- 
son the winter flax had all perished. 

In Paris there is as much distress as when I last 
mentioned the subject; but the occurrences of the 
carnival had for the moment withdrawn public at- 
tention from the subject. The funds remain high, 
owing to the great plenty of money—there being 
no promising means for the employment of capital 
in trade, and because that a ministry is at length 
formed. 

The bonds of the Bank of the United States 
remain firm at 98 1-2. Some parties here take it 
into their heads that there is a chance of war be- 
tween your government and that of Great Britain 
on the boundary question which has more or less 
influence on the public mind. 

The non-arrival of the New York packet of the 
Sth inst. occasions some uneasiness, but the con- 
tinuance of easterly winds fully and naturally ac- 
counts for her absence. 

The weather has been dry and fine for near three 
weeks, Spring sowing is consequently going on 
rapidly, and the corn market begins to look down. 

Havre, March 6. Our market is quite bare of 
foreign wheat. Last market day French wheat ad- 
vanced If. per sack. The sales were 260 sacks, at 
68f. per sack of 200k. 560 ho. Oats brought 6f. 10 
per ho. average prices. 

The prices of American flour are well supported. 
Stock about 13,000 bbls. 


Havre, March7. Our rates for cotton have fallen 
from 2 to 3 cts. for all qualities below fair. On the 
better sorts the reduction has been only 1 ct. per 
1-2 killo. 

The French navy. Abridgment of the report ad- 
dressed to the king of the French by the minister 
of marine, relative to the condition and expense of 
the French navy, for the year 1840. 


Paris, Nov. 25, 1839. 

Sire: The navy, according to tines and exigen. 
cies, is a matter of lively interest to the glory of the 
king’s arms ahd to national prosperity. In war it is 
called upon now to fight alone—now fo be an axili- 
ary to the land forcés—an oaxiliary always useful, 
and sometimes even indispensable, to the conditions 
of success. At other epochs, when, after a long 
space, itis necessary that the blessings may be con- 





| tinued, to keep an active watch afar off, and to have 


recourse at times to conciliatory or repressive pow- 
ers; then does the navy again offer its aid to politi- 
cal combinations, while at the same time it protects 
the interests of commerce, on and beyong the seas, 
and, on the other hand, by its various relations to 
science, continues to maintain usin that elevated 
rank in the intellectual sphere,in not descending 
from which France places her glory. 

Thus, under different circumstances, whether of 
war or of peace, orof that state of vigilant ob- 
servation which has become one of the necessities 
of the age, the navy is a branch, the employment of 
which is eminently useful. Let us add, that with 
the means which are obtained, or to be obtained, 
from the application of the new motive power, for 
securing the promptness and regularity of the move- 
ments of a part of the fleet, the mission which is 
confided to it promises to become more than ever 
fruitful in advantageous results. 

On this head, and I feel happy in repeating it, 
the chambers have expressed their accordauce with 
the conviction of the government. The reports of 
their commissions during the last sessions, the de- 
bates, the votes, all bear witness of their encourag- 
ing adhesion. They have added a double wish, and 
have demanded. 

1. That the administration do every thing in its 
power to increase the resources of the inscription 
iuaritime, which is the nursery of true seaman, that 
the equilibrium between the material and personal 
strength of the fleet may be preserved. 

2. That for active force the principle of the stabi- 
lity of armaments be maintained, not only because 
it is favorable to the practical instruction and deci- 
pline of the crews, but also because great economy 
in the use of money and material is the result. 

Your majesty well knows that the accomplishment 
of these dominating views has constantly guided me 
in the acts of my administration, and the plans there- 
with connected. 

According to the terms of the royal order of Fe- 
buary, 1837, the naval strength of the kingdom 
ought in times of peace to consist of 40 ships of the 
line, 50 frigates and 220 vessels of inferior rank, 40 
steam vessels being included. These 220 vessels 
are afloat; half only of the ships of the line and the 
frigates is to be launched; the other half is to remain 
on the stocks. 

In acomplete state of armament, this union of 
foree would present, with an effective of 78,000 
men, a battery of 9,200 guns. 

As in the two preceding budgets, the number of 
armed vessels has been carried to 130, among which 
there will still be 8 ships of the line and 12 frigates. 

These 130 armaments will crrry an actual crew of 
20,498 men. 

Their composition will be regulated as follows— 

Sailing uessels of war. 8 ships of the line; 12 
frigates; 10 corvettes of war; 6 corvettes avisos of 18 
guns; 14 brigs of from 16 to 20 guns; 5 cannoneer 
brigs of 8 guns; 10 brigs avisos of 10 guns; 13 goe- 
lettes, cutters, &c. of from 6 to 8 guns; 12 flotilla 
vessels. 

Sailing vesselsof burden. 
12 cabarres. 

Steam vessels. 3 of 220 horse power; 14 of 150 
horse power; 3 of 120 horse power. ‘Total number 
of vessels 130. 

These 130 armed vessels will secure every useful 
communication, protect the trading ships, provide 
for special expeditions, and occupy the 11 ordinary 
stations indicated in the preceding budget, the enu- 
meration of which is here repeated—namely, the 
coasts of the Peninsula, Brazil, South America, the 
Antilles, Cayenne, Mexico, the coasts of Africa, 
the Levant, Bourbon, Terra, Nueva, Algiers. 

Besides the 130 vessels, with their crews of 20,498 
men which are destined to keep the seas, there will 
be as before, in order that the contingencies may be 
met, twenty-four vessels of two different ranks. 
eight of which will be kept in a station, and sixteen 
commissioned in port. The following is the detail: 

In station. Ships of the line 2; frigates 3; cor- 
vette of war 1; brigs 2. Total 8. 

Commisioned in port. Ships of the line and fri- 
gates 5; various vessels of inferior rank 11. Total 


16 


8 corvettes of burden; 


The total credit required for 1840 amounts to 
70,648,300f. which, compared with the supplies vot- 
ed for 1839, presents an increase of 4,432,343f.— 





‘his increase especially, bears relation to the fol- 
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ie th : and clothing of the crews }:formation-we have not seen published, and will be} British custom house Officers, it is thought p rope. 
Wee ets ene ania ae aah nalatiak and | perused with interest.by many of our readers. that public notice be given of the fact, in order. {hat 
a £28 hy : wtract of a letter, dated Caliao bay, Oct. 24, 1839. | the masters of vessels on trading voyages, requirtin 


The demands given in detail in the 21 chapters of 
the budget are combined under the four great divi- 
sions a8 follows: 





Francs. 

General department, 992,500 

General depattmeut, mepsiee 60,480,400 
temporary expenses); chicks 

Scientific departments, 725,400 

Colonial department §,540,000 

Total, 70,648,300 


1 am, with profound respect, sire, your’s majesty’s 
very humble, faithful and obedient servant, 
ROSAMEL, vice admiral, 
secretary of stute of the marine and the colonies. 
WEST INDIES. 

We have a number of papers from Barbadoes, 
coming down to the 7th of March inclusive; but 
they afford very little news, ‘their columns being 
chiefly filled with extracts from London journals. 

By extracts from Jamacia papers it seems that 
the silk fever has taken largely in that island—at 
all events so far as talking goes. Itis intimated, 
however, that the steady-going planters do not ex- 
hibit much alacrity in disbursing their cash upon 
morus multicaulis trees and silk worm eggs. Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, the new governor, and the inha- 
bitants of the island, seem to harmonize extremely 
well; the press is vocal in his praise, and it is stat- 
ed that an addition of £8,000 per annum to his 
salary is to be made by the colonial legislature. 

Demarara papers state that incendiary fires were 
becoming exceedingly frequent in that colony; and 
exciting great alarm. 

The Royal Gazette of the 17th states, that H. M. 
§. Cleopatra, capt. Lushington, captured on the 3d 
of January, off the south side of Cuba, a slaver, 
with three hundred and seventy-nine slaves on 
board. They were landed at Navy Island, on the 
north side of Jamacia—many of them had the small 


Ox. 

‘ H. M. brig Ring Dove, captain Stewart, captured 

the slave schooner Victoria, on the 23d of January, 

in the Bahama channel. She had previously landed 

her slaves in the Isle of Pines. [N. Y. Com. Adv. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 

Lima, Nov. 20, 1839. We have not had any ar- 
rivals of American vessels at Catlao for several 
months, not even whalers; the last were the Louisia 
and Harmony, both of which, after landing their 
cargoes, proceeded to Guayaqail. 

Since three or four days, we have a report that 
gen. Torrico, (who, a firm partisan of Gamarra, in- 
vaded his country with the Chilian army), has de- 
clared against the government, and is at the head of 
5,000 men in Arequipa. If this be the case, a few 
davs more will be the extent of Gamarra’s govern- 
ment. I will not vouch for thé truth of the report, 
although it is corroborated by the publication of two 
very inflammatory and seditious notes addressed by 
Torrico to gen. Castilla, minister of war. 

Our flour market is falling rapidly, notwithstand- 
We 


have nine inonths supply on hand. Theslate high 


prices, (say $21a25), have induced the Chilians to 


send in large quantities of wheat and flour. I fear 
that the expected importations from the U. States 
will leave bad results. The present price asked on 
board is $17, no sale. The first arrival from the 
United States will reduce it to $11a12. 

Lima, December 16, 1839. Since writing the 
above, nothing of importance has transpired. The 
congress of Huancayo has closed its seszions, after 
giving a new constitution to Peru, which has been 
received by the people without the least enthusiasm, 
and general Gamarra has been received here and at 
Callao with disapprobation, exptessed by the un- 
accustomed silence of the inhabitants. Indeed, 
throughout the country, he is viewed as the oppres- 
sor aad worst eneiny of the republic. 

General Torrico, aiter writing two of the most 


» insulting letters to the government, has remained 
» perfectly quiet, and awaits the punishment he will 
» undoubtediy receive from Gamarra so soon as he 


can be drawn away from his troops. 

There are no American vessels in port. The 
Constitution is lying under the island of San Lo- 
TeliZo repairing and painting. The Lexington sails 
to-day, supposed for Panama. The Falmouth leaves 
to-morrow for Valparaiso, and will return here, and 
hence proceed. to the United States, direct. The 

t. Louis is at Valparaiso. The destination of the 
Lexington is not positively known, but J think she 


. Will go to Panama, and thence to the United States 
: Via India. 


| , [N. ¥. Jour. of Com. 
From Peru. The subjoined letter from Callao, 

Whieh was brought by a whaler, though not of so 
le a date as advices already received, contains in- 





The news you have from this country is fully cor- 
rect. General Santa Cruz and his party have 
been for the time being, completely crushed, and 
I have been one of the principal sufferers: I have 
now been on ship board in this bay for more 
than seven months, without being permitted to 
land, notwithstanding I have many. friends against 
the dominant faction, but the declared enmity of 
Gamarra against me, will prevent all reconciliation. 
This blood-thirsty villain has been forced upon the 
Peruvians as their president, by the Chilian bayo- 
nets; but the moment the last division of the Chilian 
army embarks for Chili, which will be about the 
middle of next month, his downfall will be sudden 
and exemplary. Much blood will in all probability 
follow, as the people are greatly incensed against 
Gamarra, owing to the course of condnct pursued 
by him, before and since his obtaining the supreme 
authority, as well as the base unprincipled conduct 
of his generals, who have assassinated, imprisoned 
and whipped in the public squares of some of the 
largest cities in Peru, many of its wealthiest and 
most respectable inhabitants. The contributions 
levied upon the Peruvians by these robbers, for the 
purpose of filling their own pockets, and the Chilian 
coffers, exceed all calculations. Numerons indivi- 
duals have been stripped of every thing and reduced 
in a day from wealth to extreme poverty. This 
state of affairs cannot last, and it is probable that ere 
long there will be a reaction in favor of gen. Santa 
Cruz, in which event I shall be again restored to 
my family and business, from which I have been so 
long separated, and receive full compensation for 
my immense losses. [New York Times. 

TEXAS. 

Texan bonds. Texan treasury notes are now sell- 
ing at a discount of from 75 to 80 percent. Bonds 
bearing an interest of ten per cent. are about to be 
issued by the government, by means of which the 
floating currency may be funded, and perhaps its 
circulating value brought somewhat nearer to par. 
The attention of capitalists in New Orleans is said to 
be turned to these bonds. The opportunity for spe- 
culation is very great, and if the young republic, by 
the development of her resources and the firm posi- 
tion of her government, should find herself able to 
meet her responsibilities promptly, there will be 
many fortunes made by the holders of her notes. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. 

Gershom Mott, collector of the customs, Burling- 
ton, New Jersey, from the 28th March, 1840, when 
his present commission will expire. 

James N. Roach, collector of the customs, St. 
Mary’s, Maryland, from the 14th of April, 1840, 
when his present commission will expire. 

Thos. Armstrong, to be surveyor, Carter’s creek, 
Virginia, from 31st March, 1840, when his present 
commission will expire. 

Henry G. 5S. Key, to be surveyor, Llewellens- 
burg, Maryland, from 19th February, 1840, when 
his late commissioned expired. 

Isaac Pipkin, to be surveyor, Murfreesborough, 
North Carolina, from the 22d March, 1840, when 
his present commission will expire. 

Felix G. H. Long, to be surveyor, St. Andrew’s 
bay, Florida, vice ‘I’. F. Lofton, who has vacated the 
office. 

Nathaniel Jackson, to be surveyor, Newburry- 
port, Massachusetts, from 30th April, 1840, when 
his present commission will expire. 

Lewis B. Willis, to be surveyor, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, from 14th April, 1840, when his present 
commission will expire. 





Constts. The president of the United States 
has recognized Augustus W. Radcliff as consul of 
Texas for the port of N. York, and Oliver O ’Hara, 
as vice consul of the Netherlands, at Key West. 

CoMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. The bill to coh- 
tinue the office of commissioner of pensions may 
now be considered a law, the seneate having con- 
curred in the amendment of the other house, by 
which the salary attached to the office has been 
reduced from $3,000 to $2,500 per annum. The 
new act places the navy pension system, as well as 
the army and revolutionary pensions, under the di- 
rection of this officer. 


Orricrat. Department of state, April 9, 1840. 
Information having been received at this depart- 
ment, that upon all vessels of the United States, 
whether fishing or trading, passing the strait or gut 
of Canso, a light duty of six. and two-thirds cents 
per ton register of the shipping is demanded by the 


their passage through the strait of Canso, may avoi 
difficulties and delays, provide themselves with the 
means of paying the duty referred te; and.that ves- 
sels engaged in fishing or other pursuits not, from 
ignorance, unnecessarily subject themselves to the 
payment of it. As the right of the British authori- 
ties to levy the duty on fishing vessels is disputed, 
it is recommended that masters of vessels of this 
discription, which may have occasion to frequent 
the strait, be likewise prepared, in order to avoid 
injury from delay, to pay the duty, but to do so 
under protest. 

Treasury NOTES. The amount of treasury notes 
which have been issued by the treasury department 
under the acts of 1837, ’38 and ’89, is $19,567,086; 
of which, $18,144,530 have been redeemed, leaving 
outstanding on the Ist of April, $1,422,556. 


TEXAN BOUNDARY. By Galveston papers of the 
23d ult. it appears that some difficulty existed be- 
tween the commissioners appointed to run the boun- 
dary line betwenn the United States and Texas.— 
Mr. Overton on the part of this government, would 
start the line from the mouth of the Sabine lake 
where it empties into the gulf. The Texan com- 
missioner, governor Hunt, contends on the other 
hand that the line should commence at the mouth of 
the Sabine river where it empties into the lake. 
The commissioners had adjourned to meet on the 
15th of April. 

Post orricre. The following report was receiv- 
ed in the house of representatives on the 19th ult. 
froin the post office department; 

Post office department, Feb, 14, 1840. 

Sir: In compliance with the 2d and 45th sections 
of the act to change the organization of the post of- 
fice department, &c. approved July 2, 1836, I, have 
the honor to report the expenditures of this depart- 
ment for the year ending the 30th June, 1839, set 
opposite the estimates under each head of appropria- 
tion, viz: 








Estimates. Expenditures. 
Transportation of 
the inail, $3,529,000 $3,194,201 25 
Compensation to 
post masters, 1,091,000 987,573 51 
Ship, steamboat 
& way letters, 35,000 41,961 30 
Wrapping paper, 25,000 23,196 97 
Office furniture, 6,000 4,940 31 
Advertising, 38,000 35,316 10 
Mail bags, 48,000 45,909 28 
Blanks, 34,000 30,728 28 
Mail locks, keys 
and stamps, 12,000 9,275 64 
Mail depredations 
& special ag’ts, 15,000 20,273 28 
Clerks of offices, 208,000 208,932 83 
Miscellaneous, 67,000 52,409 67 
$5,100,000 $4,654,713 42 


I send, herewith, a statement from the auditor’s 
office, exhibiting the revenue, expenditures and ge- 
neral financial condition of the department for the 
last fiscal year, and giving also the information re- 
quired by the 4th paragraph of the 22d section of 
the act of 1836. 

It will be perceived that the expenditures were 
$445,281 58 less than the appropriations, and yet 
they exceed the revenue of the year about $177 00. 

The fund on hand at the beginning of the year 
enabled the department to meet the excess of ex- 
penditures over the currént revenue. 

The expectations entertained when the appropria- 
tions for that year were made, that the speedy and 
entire recovery of the country from the revulsion of 
1837 would bring a large accession of revenue to the 
department have not been realized. Very respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, 

AMOS KENDALL. 
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, speaker of the house of reps. 

N.B. The revenue. as now shown by the audi- 
tor, is over $9,000 more than was stated in my an- 
nual report.to the president. The Canada had not 
been received, and was estimated. Having since 
been received, it shows an increase of more than — 
$900 over the estimate, which, witha few other 
slight corrections, accounts for the discrepaney. 

ARMY. 

Military movement. Brigadier general Eustis has 
been ordered. to the command of the United States 
troops at Houlton, in Maine. 

The force there will not exceed five hundred re- 
gulars; but their-presence, and that of so discreet 





-and-intelligent an officer as gen. Eustis, will, it may 
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Cae have the effect of keeping things | 
uiet. 

5 By direction of the secretary of war, a medical 
board to censist of surgeons T. G. Mower, C. A. 
Finlay, H. 8. Hawkins, members, and surgeon W. 
L. Warton, supernutinery metnber, will convene at 
Philadelphia, Penn. on the Ist May next, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, for the purpose of examin- 
ing such medical officers as may be ordered to re- 
port, and such applicants for appointment in the me- 


theinselves for examination. 

We are requested by the paymaster general to 
state, that major Robert A. Forsyth, late paymaster 
United States army, has refunded the balance due 
by him to the United States, and that the depart- 
ment will not lose a cent by his official transactions. 

[ Globe. 
NAVY. 

The New York American states that orders have 
been received at the Brooklyn navy yard to get all 
the U.S. vessels in that port ready for active service. 
These vessels are the Independence, just returned 
from Brazil, the Fairfield, the Natchez, the Boston, 
the Relief. The greatest despatch is ordered to be 
given to completing the new steam ship of war now 
under construction there. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Commerce and revenue of Boston, during the first 
quarter, 1840. The number of foreign arrivals 
from January Ist to March 3lst, 1840, was 176; 
during the same time last year, 183. The number 
of foreign clearances during the first quarter of 
1840, was 185; during the corresponding time the 
jast year, 187. 

Revenue, Ist quarter, 1840, estimated $431,549 00 
Revenue, Ist quarter, 1839, $562,915 27 
Revenue, Ist quarter, 1838, $484,300 59 
[Morning Post. 
CONNECTICUT. 

Connecticut election. ‘The annexed summary 
comprises all the towns in the state except three, 
which will not vary materially the result. 








1840. 1839. 
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Whig. Adm. Con. Whig. Admn. 
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Hartford, 6,046 4,684 445 5,239 4,085 
New Haven, 4,559 3,772 144 4,403 4,016 
New London, 3,339 2,845 35 38,099 2,973 
Fairfield, 4,291" 3,408 100 3,970 3,700 
Litchfield, 4,137+ 3,640 116 3,938 3,503 
Tolland, 1,940 1,567 174 1,655 1,402 
Windham, 2,686 2.417 50 2,241 2,124 
Middlesex, 2,257 2,275 21 2,056 2,244 








29,264 24,608 1,085 26,591 24,047 

Whig majority, 4,656. Three towns to be heard 
from, which will diminish it about 50 votes. 

Of 21 senators, 19 are whigs. There is one V. 
B. senator in New Haven county, and one in Mid- 
dlesex. 

The house of representatives is whig in the pro- 
portion of 2 or 3 to 1. [N. Y. Jour. Com. 

Governor Ellsworth, of Connecticut, has issued 
his proclamation, appointing Friday the 17th day 
of April,to be observed throughout that state, as a 
day of humiliation fasting and prayer. 

NEW YORK. 

The supreme court of errors of New York have 
decided almost unanimously that the general bank- 
ing law is constitutional. 

The imports into the New York custom house 
during the late months of February and January, 
are only one-fourth as much as they were in the 
corresponding month of 1838. 

Trade. 
say: “There have been several more stoppages in 
the dry goods interest, within afew days. The 
remittances from the south, have seldom been as bad 
as at present. Houses have been holding on and 
holding on, in expectation that April would bring 
them funds; but there is nothing but disappoint- 
ment follows. Exchange on New York, which has 
been better at the south than here, is getting worse 
—and good men are reluctant to remit at a great 
sacrifice. 

Specie is accumulating very fast; our banks are 
full, and have generally a larger amount on hand 
than they require, or that is profitable. The offer- 
jngs at bank of paper that is known, are very small. 


The New York Express of the 10th sa 


DELAWARE. 
This state is much better off than most of the 
states. She is entirely free from debt, and has 
$19,222 34 in the treasury. 

MARYLAND. 
_ The Harrison state convention assembled at Bal- 
timore on the 9th instant, delegates from all coun- 
ties except three, being in attendance. The con- 
vention was organized by appointing Robert W. 
Bowie, president; John McKim, jr. Thomas Hood, 
col. Goldsborough and Dr. Lemmon, vice presidents; 
Joseph H. Nicholson, W. B. Clark, secretaries. 
A committee was then appointed to consider and 
report on the business necessary to be brought before 
the convention. 
VIRGINIA. 


The state elections takes place on the 28d instant, 
electioneering is the order of the day. Both par- 
ties profess to be sanguine of success. 
Gen. William Lambert has been elected mayor of 
the city of Richmond, Va. 
_ The Richmond Compiler of Friday has the follow- 
ing notice of the fraud committed on the bank of 
Virginia by its first teller. 
For some days much excitement has prevailed in 
our ye J in consequence of the sudden disappear- 
ance of William B. Dabney, first teller in the bank 
of Virginia, and the circulation of a variety of ru- 
mors as to the cause of his disappearance. We for- 
bore to notice thein because of their vague charac- 
ter. But an examination by a committee of di- 
rectors has proved his guilt so fully, that the gover- 
nor has issued a proclamation offering a reward of 
$200 for his apprehension, and the bank has ap- 
pended an additional reward of 3,000. The pro- 
clamation charges that he bas feloniously embezzled 
a considerable amount of the funds of the bank, en- 
trusted to his care, and the bank notice specifies that 
he has embezzled a large amount of money in bank 
notes. 
There are a variety of rumors yet in circulation 
relalive to the amount embezzled, &c. The affair is 
painful enough, and has deeply distressed many of 
our citizens. Mr. Dabney up to the time of his 
disappearance bore a spotless reputation, and com- 
mand the warm esteem of all who knew him. His 
train of connexions is extensive and of great respec- 
tability. 
He left last Friday, and went as far as Taylors - 
ville on the Richmond and Fredericksburg rail road, 
whence it is supposed he proceeded westerly. He 
had been for eleven years first teller in the bank, and 
enjoyed the most perfect confidence of the directory 
and officers of the institution. 
The Norfolk Beacon of Saturday mentions a re- 
port that Mr. Dabney’s deficiency was four Aun- 
dred thousand dollars—but this, we presume, must 
be a great exaggeration. 

ALABAMA. 
The municipal election at Mobile, after a severe 
struggle has resulted in favor of the whigs, by a 
majority of 144. Last year they were in the mino- 
rity by 353 votes. 

LOUISIANA. 
The manufacture of negro cloth in Louisiana. We 
learn that the beautiful machinery, recently erected 
in the Louisiana penitentiary at Baton Rouge, is 
now in full operation, and made last week 1,600 
yards of superior negro cloth, a large portion con- 
sisting of linseys of the most superior quality. This 
article is pronounced by the best judges to be the 
best ever yet seen in the state, being fully 25 per 
cent. better than the best description of the same 
goods brought from the north. It is thought that 
when the convicts become more accustomed to the 
management of the machinery, they will be able to 
produce above two thousand yards per week. ‘The 
inachinery already put up, with a steam engine to 
ropel it, was all done by contract for $1,484, and 
is likely to prove a very profitable investment. 
The raw material of wool and cotton are at hand in 
abundance, and a ready market will be found for 
the cloth. [N. O. True American. 





POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
ABOLITION PETITIONS. Letter from the vice 
president to Lewis Tappan, of New York, upon de- 
clining to present to the senate an abolition petition, 
signed by one hundred and forty women. 

Washington, Murch 23, 1840. 

Srr: Your letter of the 7th inst. was duly receiv- 
ed, enclosing a petition to congress, signed by one 
hundred and forty women of the city and county of 
New York, praying for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and in 
those territories of the United States, where they 
exist, and to admit no new slave states into the union, 
requesting me to lay the same before the senate. I 


a 
nee, 


it is, perhaps, due to the fair petitioners, and to you 
their organ, as weil as to myself, to state some of 
the reasons which dictate my course. 

The constitutional right of petition is contained 
in the first article of amendments, as follows: 
“Congress shali make no law respecting an esta- 
blishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble 
and to petition the government for a redress of grievan- 
ces. 

Congress has never made a law abridging this 
right, but the people assemble at pleasure, and pe- 
tition at pleasure for aredress of grievances. Of 
course this part of the constitution has not been vio. 
lated; and if it did not exist, congress could not, 
constitutionally, have passed such a law, because 
no such power is delegated tocongress. This right, 
reserved to the people, does not devolve upon the 
presiding officer of the senate the obligation of pre. 
senting petitions of every conceivable description, 
There are consideratious of a moral and political, 
as well as of a constitutional nature, which would 
not permit me to present petitions of a character 
evidently hostile to the union, and destructive of 
the principles on which it is founded. The patriots 


of the revolution made great sacrifices of blood and 


treasure to establish and confirm the doctrines set 
forth in the Declaration of Independence. Each 
state was then an independent sovereignty; and to 
form a perpetual coniederacy for the safety and 
benefit of the whole, einbodying the great doctrines of 
the declaration, a compromise of interest and feeling 
was necessary. That compromise was made; and 
the principle which your fair petitioners are now 
agitating was settled. ‘The right of regulating and 
abolishing slaveyy was reserved io the states; and 
congress have no more right to destroy slavery in 
Virginia and Maryland than they have to establish 
slavery in New York or New England. The right 
of petition for these objects is reciprocal, and the 
obligation of the presiding officer to present a peti- 
tion to the senate, if it exist in either case, is equal- 
ly strong in both. But I cannot recognise the obli- 
gation in either case, though I acknowledge the 
sight of the people in beth. Is a difference made 
between the District of Columbia and the states of 
Maryland and Virginia, from wiich it was taken’ 
The question was settled in relation to this District 
by those states, by the formation and adoption of 
the federal constitution when it was a part of those 
states; and asubsequent cession of jurisdiction could 
not deprive the citizens of the rights already secur- 
ed to them by both the federal constitation and the 
constitutions of their respective states. The right 
of congress to exercise exclusive legislation in all 
cases whatever does not mean omnipotent legisla- 
tion. Congress have no right in the District of Co- 
lumbia to take away the right of trial by jury; to 
pass an ex post facto law; to abridge the freedom of 
speech or of the press; to establish religion by law 
nor to destroy the rights of property, or the person- 
al liberty of the citizen, These reserved rights are 
as sacred in the District of Columbia as in the state 
of New York. They have the same right to consi- 
der the abolition of slavery in New York a griev- 
ance, and petition to congress to establish it there, 
asthe citizens of New York have to consider ita 
grievance in the District, and petition congress to 
abolish it. Their right in either case to assemble 
peaceably and make their petition, I do not call in 
question; but the obligation on my part to present 
it to the senate, I do not admit. 


If a number of citizens should consider arepubii- 
can government.a grievance, and petition congress 
to establish a monarchy; if others should consider 
religious toleration a grievance, and petition con- 
gress to destroy heresy, by abolishing all religious 
sects but their own, I should not consider it my 
duty to present their petitions to the senate, nor do! 
consider it my duty to present a petition the certain 
tendency of which is to destroy the harmony, and 
eventually to break assunder the bonds of our 
union. 


still stronger. They must be united upon terms of 
equality. Each state having reserved the right of 
regulating this subject for itself, noone can be con- 
stitutionally deprived of the right. The state of 
New Yerk has abolished slavery; but this abolition 
is not the condition on which she holds her place !0 
the confederacy. It is her own policy; and if! 
shall be her pleasure to change it, congress cannot 
interfere. So, if new states are admitted into the 
union, when admitted they will stand upon 3" 
equality with New York. They may establish 
abolish slavery at their pleasure, and neither co” 
gress, nor any other state, will have any more rig! 





have also received your letter of the 17th inst. re- 





* Monroe and Fairfield to be heard from. 


questing me to inform you when I would present the 





+ Bethlem to be heard from. 


petition. Having declined to present the petition, 


to interfere with the subject than with the laws oe 
primogeniture in the British empire. The objé¢ 


| of the petition does not affect the abstract questio" 


In regard to new states, the case is, if possible, 


vie at on: WIGS, baad 


Sea RS ea SNP Hine cite ck 


ee eal ferké Bites kine 


rasa. se eShe eioas inh fi 


porkdss os 


BS BERR pn in 
ee eae Bere tenliis S03 s 





A ee LR) taser Muni Sh a ry Nal : . 2a 
a ei aye pi sedi CRY Pe Tepe, eee HP r ms 
pV Ue ae by ties we baie ard 8a ae 


ne fee Aen ee Gee (eee, th Se... io. 


ow eens & oO Mm ew Mee 


= 
a ee 


» you, 





me of 
ained 


1 esta- 
cercise 
of the 
mble, 
‘levan- 


r this 
nd pe- 
S. Of 
N Vio- 
ld not, 
eCause 
right, 
on the 
of pre- 
iption, 
litical, 
would 
aracter 
tive of 
vatriots 
od and 
nes set 
Each 
and to 
ty and 
‘ines of 
feeling 
le; and 
re now 
ing and 
es; and 
very in 
stablish 
le right 
and the 
a peti- 
3 equal- 
he obli- 
Ige the 
‘e made 
tates of 
3 taken? 
District 
ption of 
of those 
yn could 
y secur: 
and the 
he right 
on in all 
legisla- 
*t of Co- 
jury; to 
edom of 
1 by law 
person: 
ights are 
the state 
to consi- 
a griev- 
it there, 
jider ita 
ngress lo 
assemble 
ot call in 
*) present 


arepubli- 
congress 
consider 
‘ion con: 
religious 
ler it my 
, nor do I 
he certain 
10ny; and 
is of oul 


possible, F 


n terms of 
ie right 0 
in be con- 
2 state 0 
; abolition 
er place In 
- and if it 
ess cannol 
1d into the 
upon an 
stablish o 
‘ither cor 
more righ 
he laws ° 
The object 
t question 


a ee 


ia he as ibe saa ie Pet Ie pane ; 2%. 
* 1 tgs So Nie aR na IO ion Se ati alga ui Shia he ; pra arbi fies cae ae 


ss Oyicid PRC Ra CSR es. 








Sandip PENA fe Beech, pis 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 18, 1840—POLITICS OF THE DAY. 


101 














pes 








of slavery; that is a subject which the abolitioniste 
of the free states can no more affect than they can 
that of the privileges of the British nobility. The 
plain question is this: shall we continue a united 
confederated republic, or shall we dissolve the 
union? If the prayer of this and similar petitions 
should be granted by a majority of congress, the 
inevitable effect would be an immediate destruction 
of the confederacy, and, with it, those bonds of af- 
fection which have united us as one great, one har- 
monious family. It has been my grief to observe a 
recklessness on the part of some, whom I otherwise 
highly esteem, showing an utter disregard of all the 
consequences which must result from the perpetual 
agitation of this subject. We have an interest at 
stake too dear to be compromitted for a phantom 
which we can never gain, however enthusiastically 
we may pursue it. Asa free, a powerful and hap- 
py nation, we stand unrivalled in the annals of the 
world. 

Turning the eye alternately to every region of 
our country, it is greeted with the smiles of happi- 
ness, amid the scenes of liberty, and peace, and 
plenty; and yet imagination frequently pauses upon 
the localities which remind us of the price at which 
these blessings were gained. Do we compare our 


condition with that of adjoining colonies? We look 
to Quebec—and there Montgomery fell. Wereturn 


to view the beautiful town of Boston, and take our 
stand on Bunker Hill—there Warren died. We 
cross the delightful fields of Connecticut—there 
Wooster bled. Wecontinue our observation through 
the Jerseys, till we reach Princeton—there Mercer 
perished. 

Even from the capifol in which we are assembled 
we cast a look to the south, and the heightsof Ver- 
non remind us that the mighty Washington slum- 
bers there, who forsook these peaceful shades for 
the toils, the dangers and the privations of the san- 
guine field, where, with thousands of others equally 
brave and patriotic, the enemies of our rights were 
defeated. It is at the price of their blood that we, 
in common with your fair petitioners, now enjoy 
these blessings. When these rights were again 
threatened, I regarded it my duty, in humble imita- 
tion of those apostles and martyrs of liberty, to offer 
my own life upon the altar of my country, to confirm 
to you and to them the permanent enjoyment of 
those blessings. A merciful Providence protected 
me, and I find a two-fold recompense in the preser- 
vation of our institutions. 

With these views, [ cannot reconcile it to my 
sense of duty to present the petition. I shall enter 
Into no discussion on the principle of slavery, as 
that is not involved in the subject. I can view it 
in no other light than that of an interference with 
the constitutional rights of others, and in sucha 
way as tenis to the destruction of the rich inheri- 
tance purchased by the blood and toil of the fathers 
of the revolution. Another circumstance exists 
aside from what I have noticed above, which would 
make me reluctant to present this petition; it comes 
from ladies, ordained by nature and by the cus- 
toms of all civilized nations to occupy a higher 
years in society than that of petitioners toa legislative 

ody. 

If courtesy could induce me on a subject that 
could not become a matter of injurious notoriety to 

resent a petition from females, yet I should regard 
it purely as a matter of courtesy, and not of consti- 
tutional right. The rights of women are secure 
through the coarser sex—their fathers, their hus- 
bands and their brothers. Itis the right of a wo- 
man to maintain a modest retirement in the bustle 
of politics and of war. She does not appear at the 
polls to vote, because she is privileged to be re- 
presented there by man. She does not serve on 
juries, nor perform the duties of the baliff or execu- 
tioner, because it would be a degradation of her dig- 
nity. She does not take up arms and meet her 
country’s foes, because she is a privileged charac- 
ter, and man is her substitue, who represents her in 
all these drudgeries. Every manis bound by the 
perfect law of custom and of honor to protect and 
Serve her. This is the light in which the law of 
God places the woman. She is veiled and silent 
even in religious discussions: not because she is 
unworthy, but because she is exempt from the strife 
of man; and it is her right to observe that retired 
modesty which renders her the object of admiration 
and esteem. In this respect the constitution of our 
country is established upon the principle of the di- 
vine law. If the rights of man are inviolable, they 
are of course confirmed to woman; and the most 
dignified of the sex are the least inclined to meddle 
with public matters. I presume females who sign 
petitions would not consent to the publication of 
their names. I should be very reluctant to be ac- 
Cessory to an act which should, in any degree, cast 
& shace-of reproach upon an individual of that sex 


sir, I have frankiy stated my views in returning the 
petition, as I now do. | 

I trust you will not deem it disrespeetful to you, 
aor to the ladies for whom you act. Be assured 
that, for yourself individually, I entertain high re- 
spect, and could I serve you personally, it would 
give me great pleasure todo so. Though a stran- 
ger to the signers of the petition, [do not doubt the 
respectability of their character; and I deeply re- 
gret being requested, on their behalf, to perform an 
act with which I cannot consistently comply; but 
with the views which I entertain, I cannot better 
testify my regard for them than by returning the 
petition. Most respectfully, 

R. M. JOHNSON, 
Lewis Tappan, esq. New York city. 


AN ADDRESS FROM THE HON. H. A. WISE, TO HIS 
CONSTITUENTS. 
Washington, March 24, 1840. 

I address you, my fellow citizens, at this time, 
for special reasons, which are in themselves extra- 
ordinary, or I should wait until after the adjourn- 
ment of congress, to make my usual round of visits 
to you in person. 

Never, until the present session, during seven 
years’ service in congress, has there been the least 
necessity for me to offer you an excuse for absence 
from my post of duty, or for any neglect of public 
business. In the goodness of Providence, hereto- 
fore, I have been blessed with health and energy 
sufficient to sustain me under the heavy burdens 
and severe trials of a represefitative who tried to 
be “worthy of his hire.” But, this winter, I have 
been prostrated by severce sickness, am still weak, 
and am but just fairly recovering. This attack 
was, in part, brought on by excessive exertion and 
extreme exposure, during the month of December, 
whilst endeavoring to prevent a most reckless party 
attempt to disorganise our government by depriv- 
ing the sovereign state of New Jersey of her full 
and constitutional representation. During my ill- 
ness, and subsequent absence consequent upon it, 
I could attend to no business in the house, and, 
what I chiefly regret, was obliged to neglect my 
correspondents. The number of my unanswered 
letters is so great that I despair of ever responding 
to many of my friends, and 1 am sure that they 
will excuse me when I inform them that that num- 
ber exceeds one hundred now upon my table. 

To answer, once for all, several of these letters, 
addressed {o me from various parts of my district, 
is the main object of this circular. 

First. [ am asked whether I voted for what is 
called Gordon’s proposition in 1835, and for my 
explanation of that vote. 

Secondly. I am told the report is circulated in my 
district that I had said I would vote for the sub- 
treasury bill at this session, and I am asked whe- 
ther this be true. 

Thirdly. Iam also told it is reported that I said, 
some tithe last fall, I preferred Mr. Van Buren to 
gen. Harrison for the presidency, and I am esked 
whether this be true. 

On all these points you must permit me to be 
brief. IT will be categorical. 

As to the Gordon proposition: Wednesday, Fe- 
bruary the 11th, 1835, I did vote for that proposi- 
tion, in a minority of 33, all, except one, opposi- 
tion members, againsta majority of 161, embracing 
all, except one, of the administration party, who 
voted at all. The explanation of that vote is very 
plain and easy. Under the satne circumstances, 
with-the same motives which governed me, and the 
same explanations I made on the floor of the house 
at the time, I would again give the same vote. 
What were the circumstances, motives and expla- 
nations at the time? 

The most powerful popular art which the presi- 
dent, in 1835, employed to crush the re-charter of 
the United States bank, which institution was to 
expire in 1836, was the boastful promise then held 
forth by himself and bis — to give the country 
‘‘a specie currency,” and ‘ta hard money govern- 
ment,” by ‘ta divorce of the government from all 
banks.” And, be it remembered, that at the very 
time these professions were made, the president 
had himself assumed to form, and his party in con- 
gress was conspiring to obtain the sanction of law 
for, that very combination of local banks, eighty or 
ninety in number, which they afterwards did es- 
tablish by the act of 1836, under the auspices of 
the notorious Reuben M. Whitney; asystem which, 
as whiskey doth the drunkard, bloated and finally 
blew up our currency, after debauching the ‘go- 
vernment officers with a spirit of peculation which 
I have striven fpr years as hard to expose as they 
have to conceal, and after ruining thousands of the 
people by stimulating that rage for speculation 
which the president and his party have since sv in- 





whose modest dignity is the glory of man. Thus, 


solently denounced. 


Knowing their professions at the time to be faise, 
hollow and hypocritical, as I knew their real de- 
signs to be foul and fatal to the country, I united 
heartly with my opposition friends in the endeavor 
to prevent the greater evil of two, and to demon- 
strate the truth of our convictions as to the pro- 
inises of ‘the yep Accordingly, when the 
house proceeded, on the 3d day of January, 1835, 
to consider a proposition submitted by Mr. Gumble, 
of Georgia, the day before, and which seems now 
to be forgotten by the president and the friends of 
his professed policy, to wit: 

‘Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to communicate to this house whether, in 
his opinion, it is peneiicele or convenient for that 
department to collect, safely keep and disburse the 
public moneys of the United States without the 
agency of a bank or banks, and, if so, to report to 
this house the best mode, in his opinion, by which 
that object can be accomplished.” ; 

A motion was made by Mr. McKim (a prominent 
member of the committee of ways and means, and 
a friend of the administration) that the said resolu- 
tion do lie on the table. And the question being 
put on this motion, it passed in the affirmative: 
yeas 106, nays 87. The administration members 
Voting in the affirmative,and the opposition, my- 
self in the number, in the negative. This was the 
first trial of their sincerity. 

Monday, January the 5th, 1835, Mr. Gamble re- 
newed his proposition in another form, but to the 
same effect, and it was allowed to be read and or- 
dered to lie ‘on the table.” This was the second 
test of their sincerity. 

Tuesday, February 10, 1835, “the house pro- 
ceeded to the considerationof the bill (No. 563) 
regulating the deposite of the money of the United 
States ia certain local banks.” A motion was 
made by Mr. Robertson, of Virginia, that the said 
bill be recommitted to the committee of ways and 
means, with instructions so to amend the same as 
to dispence with the agency or instrumentality of 
banks in the fiscal operations of the government. 
On the 11th of February, the question recurring on 
Mr. Robertson’s motion, it was put, and decided in 
the negative: yeas 91, nays 115; every opposition 
member, including myself, in the affirmative, and 
the entire administration party, excepting absen- 
tees, in the negative. This was the third test of 
their sincerity. 

Again, the question, on the same day, recurred 
on the motion made by Mr. Gordon to ainend the 
said bill (No. 563) by striking out all thereof after 
the enacting clause, and inserting his proposition, 
the first section of which made the collectors, at 
places where the revenue should not exceed 
dollars per annum, the agents of the treasurer to 
keep and disburse the same; the second section of 
which provided that, at all places where the 
amount of public revenue collected should exceed 
the sum of dollars per annum, there should be 
appvinted by the president, by and with the advice 
and consent of the senate, receivers of the public 
revenue,to be agentsof the treasurer, &c.; and 
the third section of which provided that, “from and 
after the — day of , the whole revenue of 
the United States derived from customs, lands or 
other sources, shall be paid in the current coins of 
the United States.” This amendment, you per- 
ceive, proposed in substance, from a day to be spe- 
cified, to divorce the government from all banks, 
by collecting, keeping and disbursing the revenue, 
by the hands of public officers, in specie. And on 
the question, shall the bill be so amended? it was 
decided in the negative: yeas 33, nays 161. Nota 
member of the administration party, except James 
M. H. Beale, of Virginia, voting in the affirmative! 
I voted in the affirmative; and this was the fourth 
test of the sincerity of “the party” in their profes- 
sions of divorce from banks and of “gold and silver 
currency.” 

And I now declare that I would not have voted 
for either of these propositions if there had been 
the least prospect of its passage. This I expressly 
declared to general Gordon, in relation to his amend- 
ment, when he first namcJ it to me; this I avowed 
on the floor at the time, taunting the administra- 
tion with its duplicity; this preclaimed to you, 
my constituents, immediately on my return home 
in that year; this explanation, though not so much 
in extenso, I gave in my speech on the sub-treasu- 
ry bill, at the ‘called session” in 1837, pamphlet 
copies of which many of you must have; and this 
same explanation I alluded to last fall, at Louisa 
court house. I believed then what I now know of 
“the party’s” professions, squared with their prac- 
tices, then and now, that their leaders were knavea; 
“saving they would do one thing, and meaning to 


de another.” , 
There was one very important measure, however, 














in the form of an amendment to this bill, for which 
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I did vote, meaning to pass it in good earnest and 
for good reasons. After gen. Gordon’s amendment 
had tailed, Mr. Binney, aleading opposition. mem- 
ber from Pennsylvania, Seriously offered a series of 
salutary amendments, which were intended to en- 
sure the safety of the depusite banks, and of the mo- 
ney of the United States entrusted to their safe- 
keeping. Among others, he offered the amendment 
requiri 6 can teposite bank “to keep in its vanits 
an amount of specie, which, together with the ba- 
lance of all its accounts with specie paying banks, 
should be equal to one-fifth of the amount of its 
notes and billsin circulation, and its public and 
private deposites.” This amendment, with the aid 
‘of some six administration members, was, on the 
lth of March, 1835, passed by opposition votes in 
the affirmative, yeas 109, nays 99, I voting in the 
‘affirmative. The next day, Mr. Plummer, of Mis- 
sissippi, an administration member, moved a recon- 
sideration of this vote, and on Thursday, February 
19th 1835, the question recurring on the motion of 
Mr. Plummer to recousider, it was put and passed 
in the affirmative, yeas 119, nays 109, but nine ab- 
sentees of those who had appeared during the ses- 
sion, and the vote taken after a call of the house, 
the entire administration party, except four, voting 
in the affirmative, and thus to defeat the specie 
clause, which had once passed, and which, if it had 
become a part of the deposite act, would have pro- 
vided the greatest security against those terrible 
expansions and over issues which the president has 
so much deprecated. And let me here remark, that 
after the action on these anendments of Mr. Bin- 
ney, some of which were incorporated in the bill 
then proposed, Mr. Polk, the administration organ 
in the house, never again, I believe, called up that 
bill; it was smothered because it did not leave 
every thing discretionary with the executive, and 
the country was witbout a law regulating its public 
deposites until July, 1836! This was, therefore, 
a fifth instance of ‘the party’s” hypocrisy; and in 
this they had not even the pretext that we were 
forcing upon them measures which we would not 
ourselves really have aided them in passing. And 
what if we had, in the other instances, been press. 
ing upon their support tneir own professed favo- 
rites, could they complain? Of nothing, but» that 
we had obtained our object, to demonstrate the 
falsehood of their professions! So much for the 
chapter upon the events of 1835. 

2d. I now come to the second question—upon 
the sub-treasury bill proposed to this congress. In 
every stage of that abominable ineasure, I have op- 
posed it, am utterly opposed- to it in any shape 
still, and expect to oppose it “to the end of the 
chapter.” Just as often as the president dares to 
thrust it back in the faces of the people, who have 
thrice rejected it, I will vote to throw it back, in- 
dignantly, at the head of the dictator whence it 
sprung—not “like Minerva, full formed and per- 
fect, from the head of the father of the gods.” This 
odious measure involves now not only the issues 
of its own intrinsic merits, but the issne, solemn to 
this republic, whether the president shall arrogant- 
ly prevail seer congress and the people? But, 
what have I said? I haveever denounced the mea- 
sure. At Louisa court house, last fall, I used this 
language: 

*‘In 1833 the party professed the metallic, hard 
money policy. They removed the deposites, and 
instead of divorcing the government from the banks 
then, took to their embraces some eighty or ninety 
local pets; stimulated them to every kind of excess; 
refused to pass Mr. Binney’s amendment to the first 
dtr a deposite law, requiring at least one-fifth 
of the amount of deposites in specie; made that the 
pretext of passing no law; refused their own sub- 
treasury scheme in 1835, in the form of gen. Gor- 
don’s proposition, for which, by the bye, I voted, in 
a minority of 31 to 161, for no other reason in the 
world than to demonstrate the hollowness and hy- 
pocrisy of their professions for a hard money go- 


vernment; and for which I would not have voted, if 


there had been the least danger of their voting for 
it, and redeeming their pledges and professions: 
they never passed any law to regulate the safe- 
keeping and disbursing ‘the public money until 
July, 1836; that law gave themn entire discretion, 
without limitation or restriction: from the removal 
of the deposites, all the while, ‘the party’ in all or 
most of the state legislatures were multiplying, 
without stint or limit, state banks upon the loosest 
system of credit, and in a few years they tad in- 
creased local bank capital three-fold, springing up 
like fungus sprouts from the stump of the United 
States bank: onthe 10th of May, 1837, their entire 
system fell with a tremendous crash, and threaten- 
ed every interest in the country: the banks sus. 
peuaed specie payments, and ‘were, together with 
he entire credit system, denounced and tishonored 
by the government: all, or most of our embarrass- 





ments were ascribed actually to the Jaw of 1836, and 
from that time to this the treasury of the U. States 
has been actually out of the keeping of law! From 
1835, (October), te the present moment, law has 
reigned jess than ten months in a period of six 
years! The law reigned from July, 1836, to the 
10th of May, 1837, and all the rest of the time the 
executive has been sole dictator! Has one honest, 
intelligent freeman in ten reflected upon this one 
fact, that we area republic without the reign of law? 


‘*But the sub-treasury has been proposed—that is, 
after general Jackson had claimed that the treasur 
belonged to the executive, to the president and his 
subordinates in office, his eyes and arms, he asked, 
boldly, that the legislative department (congress) 
should yield to the demand to give up to him and 
his subs the custody and control of the public mo- 
ney, by law, whilst the constitution remained un- 
changed vesting it in congress! Without the law, 
by usurpation and by use and abuse, he had it al- 
ready but wished his title clearly confirmed and es- 
tablished by law—by the consent of the opposing, 
checking, balancing, co-ordinate department in 
which the trust has been sacredly reposed by the 
constitution! And from that time to this the con- 
test has been waging whether the president or con- 
gress shall prevail. His demand has been thrice 
rejected, and yet his sub-treasury is and has been in 
actual operation by his mere power, ‘notwithstand- 
ing the lamentations here and elsewhere.’ 


‘‘Like the first experiment, it exists without law; 
it has failed already, before sanctioned by law; it is 
as hypocritical as the first, in professing and pre- 
tending to desire a peace currency; and I venture 
to predict that it will be with the second—the sub- 
treasury—experiment, as it was with the first—the 
pet bank experiment; that, as soon as it is sanction- 
ed by law, it will be made to fail, or be acknow- 
ledged to have failed; that the law will be blamed 
for its failure, and it will be denounced and aban- 
doned. What then? They have other alternatives. 
The country, as yet, knows of but three. The 
United States bank has failed, or they say it did; 
the pet bank system has failed; and the sub-treasury 
system has already failed in their hands, if the de- 
falcation of nearly one bundred sub-treasury col- 
lectors, receivers and disbursers who have Swart- 
wouted, and the loss of more than two millions of 
dollars in the last few years may be called a failure; 
and the best system in the wit of man to devise 
would necessarily fail in such hands; and how any 
honest friend of the sub-treasury could think of 
trusting the present dynasty with his favorite 
scheme of finance, I cannot imagine. But what 
then, when all these fail? There are two alterna- 
tives yet; one of which the president has hau all the 
while in force, aud the other he may have been 
aiming at. 

“They tell us there are but ‘three alternatives;’ 
that two of the three are exploded, and the third is 
the last left tobe tried. With this fly of an excuse, 
they have caught some honest whig gudgeons. 
What else can we do? say the Fort Hill whigs. Do 
not these gulls of ‘sinkers and swimmers’ know that 
there are at least five alternatives? And have they 
not had intimations in time that the administration 
does not, and never did, mean to pass the sub-trea- 
sury with a specie clause? That there is a fourth 
alternative—the treasury bank systein, to which the 
treasury note bills are already using and familiariz- 
ing the minds of the people? Did not the president 
clearly declare, in his last message, that the go- 
vernment—that is, the executive, should be left to 
use banks or not, notwithstanding the denunciation 
of banks, in his diseretion? Has he not lately been 
using banks again, with a vengeance, in the New 
Yark city elections? Will. he dare to recommend 
again a specie clause sub-treasury? Will his party 
in the next congress vote for such a measure? If 
they will, I will. But lastly, if they are not aiming 
at a nominal sub-treasury for a temporary triumph, 
then to make it fail, andthen to recommend a trea- 
sury bank upon-its ruins, have they still not got 
their fifth alternative—that which they have had all 
along—that under which they best thrive—‘the 
system, no system?’ That they will have at all 
events, without the reign of the law, and that, 
above all, they prefer. Under any of their systems 
will executive power and patronage be fearfully 
aggrahdized; but under this ‘no system system,’ in 
the. midst of ‘confusion worse confounded,’ disorder 
piled on ruin, will plunder and corruption thrive 
most! And it is from this licentious ‘system no 
system,’ gentiemep, which the administration has 
pursued, is pursuing and will pursue, that all of 
these ‘treasury frauds’ have sprung up like dragon’s 
teeth!’ 


On the 11th instant I took occasion to speak fo 


ny, 


inst. which, by the bye, I must say is a very im. 
perfect sketch of what I did aay, and was never 
reviewed or corrected by me, but it is sufficient for 
my present purpose. 

‘Mr. Wise then proceeded to make some remarks, 
of which the reporter give only so. much as he 
thought he heard with certainty, not interfering 
with other parts. Mr. W. said, it was now the 11th 
of March; and no matter what might be the reason 
for the fact, it was the fact, that whilst the country 
was in an unexampled state of depression—whilst 
every limb of almost every man, woman and child 
in the land was paralyzed by oppression—whilst a 
whole nation was crying out for relief, the commit- 
tee of ways and means, (composed of the friends of 
the administration—organized as the executive 
committee), without any reason which ought to 
have weight, had not even considered this great pa. 
nacea, as it was said to be, for all the difficulties in 
which this people were involved; but that the mea- 
sure, the bill that might have been concocted in the 
executive chamber, and that had passed the senate, 
was the bill to be considered here. The senate, by 
custom, (and soon, he supposed, it would be b 
prerogative), originated every thing—almost the 
revenue bills themselves. Had there been a solita- 
ry motion made to consider the subject either by a 
reference to the committee of ways and means, to 
the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, o1 in this house? Not one, so far as he 
knew. * * * * * 

“Mr. W. after alluding to the recent proceedings 
in the New Jersey election, proceeded to say—yon 
are now organized; you have now your house of 
representatives, lawfully or unlawfully secured. 
Now use your strength. This day, the day after 
you are organized, I call upon you todoit. I say 
to the gentleman fron New York, [Mr. Vander. 
poel], and I am glad to have an opportunity of say- 
ing the same to my constituents, because remarks 
which I have made elsewhere have been misun- 
derstood, 1 dare the administration to give us 
the sub-treasury—that sub-treasury which they 
professed to propose—which will divorce the banks 
from the state. Give us your specie sub-treasury 
—your gold and silver bill; and, if you will vote 
for it, I will vote for it. Your professions bave 
been hypocritical from the beginning. You never 
intended what you pre: to give to this people 
—a hard money bill—the immediate collection of 
your revenue front lands and customs in gold and 
silver, and your immediate disbursements in gold 
andsilver. Give it tous. Down with the banks. 
Ifyou dare, Idare. I would almost have my right 
arm placed in the flames, and suffer any bodily tor- 
ture, sooner than I would torture my constituents 
in the manner in which that bill would torture them 
and the whole nation. I would not do this if I 
thought you would meet me. But you will not. 
The senate bill contains not the sub-treasury which 
you have recommended. Gentlemen may hector 
and boast. Expedite this measure—give it to the 
country—and it will not be a sub-treasury. It will 
be what many weaker men than the gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. Evereti] can demonstrate to be, 
any thing but a sub-treasury. You will give us a 
government bank—a paper currency—a govern- 
ment paper issue—checks, dralts—any thing but 
gold and silver. I say, therefore, I never expect 
to vote for a sub-treasury.”’ 

Now, I would ask, “if this kind of support can be 
called the backing of its friends, what sort of oppo- 
sition ought we to expect from its enemies?” My 
support of a sub-treasury is something, methinks, 
like a certain kind of compliment, yclepped, in 
homely phrase, ‘‘back-handed.” But, if what I 
have quoted needs explanation, I will proceed to be 
more explicit. 

I meant by ail this tosay that the president and the 
leaders of his party are political hypocrites still. 
They make the same professions now which they did 
in 1835; ‘divorce of government from banks, and the 
immediate collection, safe-keeping and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue, by the ‘hands of go- 
vernment officers, in specie.” ‘This is the true de- 
finition of a bona fide sub-treasury, such as they 
profess to recommend to the honest anti-bank, 
strict constructionists, particularly of the soutb. 
And this measure, thus defined, is precisely what 
they never intended, and will never pass into a law. 
To prove their hypocrisy again, as in 1835, I have 
challenged them, in my place, to a vote upon such 4 
proposition, and dared to pledge it my support, In 

rfect confidence that I was safe in making 4 
pledge which they will never call on me to redeem 
—a pledge which, if I had not been sure would 
never = me to vote for a sub-treasury bill in 
any form, I would never have made any soone! 
than I would have committed an act “felo de se 
by taking arsenic, ‘They themselves know that 





you on this subject again through the house, and 
gave you the report of the Intelligencer of the 16th 
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ruinous in the extreme, and they use it only to 
cloak real designs more dark and dangerous. As 
in 1835, when they made these same unblinshing 

rofessions of a “metallic currency” and ‘shard 
money government,” they were then intending and 
concocting the infamous pet bank system, with its 
intoxicating stimulus to trade, its expansions and 
contractions, its over-issues and “shin plaster 
paper, its temptations to fraud in government offi - 
cers, to speculation in the people, with its sus- 
pension of specie payments and final explosion; 
so, now, with the very same professions in their 
mouths, they are, at this very moment, intending 
and concocting, in fact havé proposed, by a senate 
bill, a treasury bank instead of a bona fide sub- 
treasury as defined with big bank notes in the shape 
of treasury notes and government drafts, checks, 
and paper in every form for circulation, with its 
discounts and deposites, its millions of expansions 
and contractions as government receipts and cae 
ditures may fluctuate and vary, and with ail its 
colossal machinery of despotism—despotism over 
trade and over the freedom of opinion—wielded by 
its many headed monster, party, of which Van 
Buren, Benton, Kendall, Calhoun, Coalition & Co. 
aré to be president and directors! 

[ do trust that none of my beloved constituents will 
be caught by this trap, set by a party which always 
professes exactly the opposite of what it means to 
do, and, though some of them may be deceived and 
misled, I still more fervently pray that our country 
may escape with its laws and its liberties all safe, 
all preserved in the Providence of God, to be hand- 
ed down to another generation. 

Third. In response to the inquiry, whether I 
ever said that I preferred Mr. Van Buren to gene- 
ral Harrison, I can but express astonishment that 
such a report was ever put in circulation. I can- 
not conceive of but one way in which it could have 
originated. { greatly preferred the nomination of 
Mr. Clay to that of general Harrison, for reasons 
which [ need not now give, but which were satis- 
factory to my own mind. And, in comparing the 
claims of these two, Harrison and Clay, I may have 
uttered some extravagant expression, from which 
the mistake arose, that I would prefer Mr. Van 
Buren to general Harrison. An egregions mistake 
it was. Indeed, if I ever uttered such a preference 
in a careless mood, [ never entertainedit in reality 
a moment. On the contrary, hundreds, if not 
thousands, of my constituents may remember well 
the expression I have hundreds if not thousands of 
times used publicly, in their presence, that “I 
would choose any decent white man in the nation 
to be president in preference to Martin Van Bu- 
ren.” 

And now I add, with great pleasure, that as soon 
as general Harrison’s nomination was made, I im- 
mediately acquiesced in it; and, comparatively ig- 
norant before of his merits and pretensions for the 
presidency, I have since carefully studied his life, 
and I can, with the evidence of history before me, 
and with the sincerest convictions of the truth of 
what I say, declare that I believe there is nota 
man of our country now living who can point to a 
life of greater usefulness and of more distinguish- 
ed public services, both civil and military, than 
gen. William Henry Harrison. The limits of this 
address will not permit me to enter upon the proofs, 
but I refer to the history of the country, before, 
and during and since the last war, a great part of 
which is his history, to prove him a patriot, a suc- 
cessful soldier, a republican of the plain, strict, stern 
school; a stateqnan of enlarged views, looking to 
his “whole couhtry,” and to all its parts, for prac- 
tical wisdom; a benefactor of all its parts ever en- 
trusted to his guardianship and care; a scholar, a 
writer, an honest man, and a gentleman, alike be- 
loved in his private, and gloriously renowned in his 
Rapuc life. What more can be said of any man? 

hy, if you will listen to the blind partisans .or 
hireling minions of “power and the spoils,” much 
more can be saidof him. He is, if they are to be 
believed, and a patriotic people will permit a hoary 
patriot to be belied in their presence—*a vain, 
weak old man, a petticoat general, who at one time 
voted to sell free white men at auction, and at 
another time to abolish the slavery of bond black 
men; who is poor, lives in a log cabin, drinks hard 
cider, and would make a granny president!” Such 
will, doubtless, be said of him to you. Allof these 
charges I have not time nor space to notice now; 
but in relation to the charge of abolition against 
him, 1 refer you to his votes upon the Missouri 
question, to his votes upon the admission of slaves 
into Arkansas, and to his course in Indiana touch. 
ing slavery; I refer you to his letter to bis consti- 
tuents in 1822, and to his Vincennes speech. And, 
if all this will not satisfy you, never let him, in his 
declining days, revisit the tomb of his father, old 
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Independence and a slave holder, whose bones lie 
buried under the sod of Virginia, and whose faith 
his son has deserted; and scout from old Williams- 
burg, and out of my district, our friend, and neigh- 
bor, and fellow-sinner in slavery, John Tyler, for 
permitting his name to be put upon the same ticket 
with that of such an abolitionist; not, however, 
until after you have helped, with all your might, to 
turn Martin Van Buren out of the presidency for 
his instructions to Rufus King upon thatsame Mis- 
souri question, for his votes in the New York con- 
vention to give to free negroes the elective fran- 
chise, and for not, even “with the lights before 
him,” denving the power to congress to abolish 
suvely and the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
ia. 

And if any party logician informs you that a 
certain William Slade, of Vermont, who is an 
ultra abolitionist, belongs to the whig party, and 
that, therefore, the whig party is the abolition party, 
I pray you to ask that good Van Buren friend of 
the south, whoever he may be, to please to devise 
some means in his wisdom, even if it be to memo- 
rialize the Van Buren legislature of Ohio who put 
him in his place, to turn, “neck and heel,” out of 
the senate of the United States, that infamous infi- 
del, Benjamin Tappan, who openly declared to 
James Collier, and other gentlemen of Ohio, (see 
the Madisonian of March 19, 1840, containing 
their testimony), that he disapproved of the course 
of a cominittee of the state abolition society of 
Ohio, because their means were peaceable; ‘but 
(said he) { told them if they wanted $500 to pur- 
chase arms and ammunition to put into the hands 
uf the blacks, that they might free themselves, I 
would give them the money;” and when asked if 
he, standing on one bank of the Ohio river, should 
see the slaves rise up against their masters in Vir- 
ginia on the other side, would not cross to give as- 
sistance to save white men, women and children, 
his friends and acquaintances, from murder and all 
the horrors of servile insurrection, replied, ‘no, by 
God! I would not, and would disinherit any child I 
have that would go!” 4, your representative am 
pained to sit in the same capitol with such a wretch, 
who has not dared to contradict this statement, 
made to a member of congress, and published in 
this city in his almost immediate presence. 

And I beg you further to demand of Mr. Van 
Buren and his friends to break up their fountains 
of abolition types in the north—the Emancipator 
and its fellow presses, their most efficient friends 
and advocates, and the worst enemies of the south 
—before they call upon you to oppose the election 
of general Harrison because he is an abolitionist, 
or to support the re-election of Mr. Van Buren be- 
cause he is “a northern man with southern prin- 
ciples!” 

This circular is already extended further than I 
meant when I began. I am still weak in health, 
and must stop. I request some friend to read this 
to the people of my district, wherever and when- 
ever they may be found assembled. I will endea- 
vor to send copies to most of them; will talk to 
them about many other matters when we meet 
‘face to face; and in the mean time am their de- 
voted public servant, HENRY A. WISE. 


EXECUTIVE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES ON THE 
TREATY WITH THE NEW YORK INDIANS. 

Friday, January 3. Mr. While, of Tennessee, 
presented a communication directed to him, and 
signed by Daniel Two-Guns and others as chiefs, 
sachems, &c. of the Seneca nation of Indians, al- 
ledging that unfair neans were practised in obtain- 
ing the assent of those Indians to a treaty con- 
cluded with them, of which they have proof, and 
requesting that no action be had on said treaty un- 
til their arrival at Washington. 

The said communication was read, and, on mo- 
tion by Mr. White, of Tennessee, 

Ordered, That it be laid on the table. 

Tuesday, January 14. The following message 
was received from the president of the U. States, 
by Mr. Van Buren, his secretary: 

To the senate of the United States: 

I again submit to you the amended treaty of June 
11, 1838, withthe New York Indians. Jt is ac- 
cormpanied by minutes of the proceedings of a coun- 
cil held with them at Cattaraugus, on the 13th and 
14th days of August, 1839, at which were present 
on the part of the United States, the secretary of 
war, and on the part of the state of Massachusetts, 
gen. H. A. S. Dearborn, its commissioner; by vari- 
ous documentary testimony, and by a memorial 
presented in behalf of the several committees on 
Indian concerns appointed by the four yearly 
meetings of Friends of Genesee, New York, Phil: 
adelphia, and Baltimore.. In the latter document 
the memorialists not only insist upon the irre- 








gularity and illegality of the negociation, but urge 
a variety of considerations, which appear to them 
to be very conclusive, against the policy of the re+ 
moval itself. The motives by which they have been 
induced to take so deep an interest in the subject 
are frankly set forth, and are, doubtless, of the most 
beneficent character. They have, however, failed 
to remove my decided conviction that the proposed 
removal, if it canbe accomplished by proper means, 
will be alike beneficial to the Indians, to the state 
in which the land is situated, and to the more ge- 
neral interest of the United States upon the subject 
of Indian affairs. 

The removal of the New York Indians is not 
only important to the tribes themselves, but to an 
interesting portion of westeru New York, and es- 
pecially to the growing city of Buffalo, which is 
surrounded by lands occupied by the Senecas. To 
the Indians, themselves, it presents the only pros- 
pect of preservation. Surrounded as they are, by 
all the influences which work their destruction, by 
temptation they cannot resist, and artifices they 
cannot counteract, they are rapidly declining, and, 
notwithstanding the philanthropic efforts of the So- 
ciety of Friends, it is believed that where they are, 
they must soom become extinct; and to this portion 
ofour country the extraordinary spectacle is present- 
ed, of densely populated and highly improved set- 
tlements, inhabited by industrious, moral and re- 
spectable citizens, divided by a wilderness, on one 
side of which is a city of more than twenty thou- 
sand souls, whose advantageous position in every 
other respect, and great commercial prospects, 
would insure its rapid increase in population and 
wealth, if not retarded by the circuinstance of a na- 
turally fertile district remaining a barren waste in 
its immediate vicinity. Neither does it appear just 
to those who are entitled to the fee simple of the 
land, and who have paid a part of the purchase mo- 
ney, that they should suffer from the waste which 
is constantly committed upon their reversionary 
rights, and the great deterioration of the land con- 
sequent upon such depredations, without any cor- 
responding advantage to the Indian occupants. 

The treaty, too, is recommended by the liberali- 
ty of its provisions. The cession contained in the 
first article embraces the right, tithe and interest, 
secured to ‘the Six Nations of New York Indians, 
and St. Regis tribe,” in lands at Green Bay, by the 
Monominie treaty of 8th February, 1831, the sup- 
plement thereto of the 17th of same month, and the 
conditions upon which they were ratified by the se- 
nate, except a tract on which a part of the New 
York Indians now reside. The Menominie treaty 
assigned them 500,000 acres, coupled with the 
orignal condition that they should remove to them 
within three years after the date of the treaty, mo- 
dified by the supplement so as to empower the pre- 
sident to prescribe the term within which the 
should remove to the Green Bay lands, and that; if 
they neglected to do so within the period limited, 
so much of the land as should be unoccupied by 
them at the termination thereof should revert tothe 
United States. To these lands the New York In- 
dians claimed title, which was resisted, and for 
quieting the controversy, by the treaty of 1831, the 
United States paid a large consideration, and it will 
be seen that, by using the power given in the trea- 
ty, the executive might put an end to the Indian 
claim. Instead of this harsher measure, for a grant 
of all their interest in Wiskonsin, which, deduct- 
ing the land in the aciual occupancy of New York 
Indians, amounts to about 435,000 acres, the treaty 
as amended by the senate gives 1,824,000 acres of 
land in the west, and the sum of $400,000 for their 
retnoval and subsistence, for education and agricul- 
tural purposes, the erection of mills and the neces. 
sary houses, and the promotion of the mechanic 
arts. Besides, there arespecial money provisions 
forthe Cayugas, the Onondagas, the Oneidas, of 
New York, the Tuscororas and St. Regis Indians, 
and an engagement to receive from Ogden and 
Fellows, for the Senecas, $202,000, to invest 
$100,000 of this sum in safe stocks, and to distri- 
bute $102,000 among the owners of improvements 
in New York according to an appraisement; to sell 
for the Tuscaroras, 5,000 acres of land they holdin 
Niagara county, New York, and to invest the pro- 
ceeds, exclusive of what may be received for im- 
provements, ‘the income from which shall be paid 
to the nation at their new homes annually; and the 
money which shall be received for improvements on 
said lands shall be paid to the owners of the improve- 
ments when the lands are sold.” These are the sub- 
stantial parts of the treaty, and are so careful of Indian 
advantage, that one might suppose they would be 
satisfactory to those most anxious for their welfare. 
The right they cede could be extinguished a 
course that treaty provisions justify and author 
so long as they persevere in their determination td 
remain in New York, itis of no service to them, 
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and for this naked right it is seen what the United 
States propose to give them, besides the sum of 
$202,000, which will be due froin the purchasers of 
their occupant right: to the Senecas, and $9,600 to 
the Tuscaroras, for their title to 1,920 acres of land 
in Ontario county, New York, exclusive of the 
5,000 acres above mentioned. 

But while such are my views in respect to the 
measure itself, and while I shall feel it to be my 
duty to labor for its accomplishment, by the proper 
use of all the means that are or shall be placed at 
my disposal by congress, am, at the same time, 
equally desirous to avoid the use of any which are 
inconsistent with those principles of benevolence 
and justice, which I, on a former occasion, endea- 
vored to show, have,in the main, characterised the 
dealings of the federal government with the Indian 
tribes, from the administration of president Wash- 
ington tothe present period. The obstacles to the 
execution of the treaty grow out of the following 
considerations. ‘he amendedtreaty was returned 
to me, by your body, at the close of its last session, 
accompanied by a resolution setting forth that, 
“whenever the president of the United States shall 
be satisfied that the assent of the Seneca tribe of 
Indians has been given to the amended treaty of 
June 11, 1838, with the New York Indians, accord- 
ing to the true intent and meaning of the resolution of 
the 11th of June, 1838, the senate recommended that 
the president make proclamation of said treaty, and 
carry the same into effect.”” The resolution of the 
lith of June, 1838, ‘provided that the said treaty 
shall have no force or effect whatever, as relates to 
any of the said tribes, nations or bands of N. York 


’ Indians, nor shall it be understood that the senate 


have assented to any of the contracts connected 
with it, untilthe same, with the amendments here- 
in proposed, is submitted and fully explained by the 
commissioner of the United Stated to each of the 
said tribes or bands, separately assembled in council, 
and they have given their free and voluntary con- 
sent thereto.”? Theamended treaty was submitted 
to the chiefs of the several tribes, and its provisions 
explained to them in council. A majority of the 
chiefs of each of the tribes of New York Indians 
signed the treaty in council, except the Senecas. 
Of them only sixteen signed in council, thirteen 
signed at the commissioner’s office, and two, who 
were confined by indisposition, at home. ‘This was 
reported to the war department in October, 1838, 
and in January, 1839, a final return of the proceed- 
ings of the commissioner was n.ade, by which it ap- 
peared that forty-oue signatures of chiefs, including 
six out of the eight sacheins of the nation, had been 
affixed to the treaty. The numberof chiefs of the 
Seneca nation, entitled to act for the people, is va- 
riously estimated from seventy-four to eighty, and 
by some ata still higher number. Thus it appears 
that, estimating the number of chiefs at eighty, 
and it is believed there are at least that number, 
there was only a bare majority of them who signed 
the treaty, and only sizleen gave their assent to it 
in council. The secretary of war was, under these 
circumstances, directed to meet the chiefs of the 
New York Indians in council, in order tu ascertain, 
if possible, the views of the several tribes, and es- 
pecially of the Senecas, in relation to the amended 
treaty. Hedid soin the month of August last, 
and the minutes of the proceedings of that council 
are herewith submitted. Much opposition was ma- 
nifested by a party of the Senecas, and from some 
cause or other some of the chiefs of the other tribes, 
who had in former councils consented to the treaty, 
appeared to be now opposed to it. Documents 
were presented, showing that some of the Seneca 
chiefs had received assurances of remuneration 
from the proprjetors of the land, provided they as- 
sented to the treaty, and used their influence to ob- 
tain that of the nation, while testimony was offered 
on the other side to prove that many had been de- 
terred from signing and taken part in favor of the 
treaty by threats of violence, which, from the late 
intelligence of the cruel murders committed upon 
the signers of the Cherokee treaty, produced a pa- 
nic among the partisans of that now under consi- 
deration. Whatever may have been the means used 
by those interested in the fee simple of these lands 
to obtain the assent of the Indians, it appears from 
the disinterested and important testimony of the 
commissioner appointed by the state of Massachu- 
setts that the agent of the government, Mr. Gillet, 
acted throughout with the utmost fairness; and ge- 
neral Dearborn declares himself to be perfectly 
salisfied that, were it not for the unremitted and 
disingenuous exertions of a certain number of white 
men, who are actuated by their private interests to 
induce the chiefs not to assent to the treaty, it 
would immediately have been approved by an im- 
mense majority—an opinion which he reiterated at 
Cattaraugus. Statements were preseuted to the 
secretary of war at Cattaraugus, to show that a vast 


majority of the New York Indians were adverse to 
the treaty, but no reasonable doubt exists that the 
same influence which obtained this expression of 
opinion would, if exerted with equal zeal on the 
other side, have produced a directly opposite effect, 
and shown a large majority in favor of emigration. 
But no advance towards obtaining ithe assent of the 
Seneca tribe to the amended treaty, in council, was 
made, nor can the assent o a majority of them in 
council be now obtained. In the report of the com- 
mittee of the senate upon the subject of this treaty, 
of the 28th of Feb. last, it is stated, as follows: **But 
it isin vain to contend that the signatures of the last 
ten, which were obtained on the second mission, or 
of the three who have sent on their assent lately, is 
such a signing as was contemplated by the resolution 
ofthe senate. It is competent, however, for the se- 
nate to waive the usual and customary forms in this 
instance, and consider the signatures of these last 
thirteen as good as though they had been obtained 
in open council. But the committee cannot re- 
commend the adoption of sucha practice in making 
treaties, for divers gocd reasons, which must be 
obvious to the senate; and among: those reasons, 
against these secret individual negociations, is the 
distrust created that the chiefs so acting are doing 
what a majority of their people do not approve of, 
or else that they are improperly acted upon by bri- 
bery, or threats, or unfair influences. In this case 
we have most ample illustrations. Those opposed 
to the treaty accuse several of those who signed 
their assent to the amended treaty with having been 
bribed; and in, at least, one instance they make out 
the charge very clearly.”’ Although the committee, 
being four in number, were unable to agree upon 
any recommendation tothe senate, it does not ap- 
pear thatthere was any diversity of opinion among 
them in regard to this part of the report. The pro- 
vision of the resolution of the senate, of the llth 
June, 1838, requiring the assent of each of the said 
tribes of Indians to the amended treaty to be given 
in council, and which was also made a condition 
precedentto the recommendation to me of the se- 
nate, of the 2d of March 1839, to carry the same 
into effect, has not therefore, been complied with as 
it respects the Seneca tribe. 

It is, however, insisted by the advocates for the 
execution of the treaty, that it was the intention of 
the senate, by their resolution of the 2d of March, 
1839, to waive so much of the requirement of that 
of the 11th of June, 1838, as made it necessary that 
the assent of the different tribes should be given in 
council, This assumption is understood to be 
founded upon the circumstances, that the fact that 
only sixteen of the chiefs had given their assent in 
that form had been distinctly communicated to the 
senate before the passage of the resolution of the 
2d of March, and that, instead of being a majority, 
that number constituted scarcely one-fifth of the 
whole number of chiefs; and it is hence insist- 
ed that, unless the senate had so intended, there 
would have been no use in sending the amended 
treaty to the president with the advice contained in 
that resolution. This has not appeared to me to be 
a necessary deduction, from the benaatng facts, as 
the senate may have contemplated that the assent 
of the tribe in the form first required should be 
thereafter obtained, and before the treaty was ex- 
ecuted; and the phraseology of the resolution, viz: 
“that whenever the president shall be satisfied,”’ &c. 
goes far tosustain this construction. The interpre- 
tation of the acts of the senate, set up by the advo- 
cates fur the treaty, is moreover, in direct opposi- 


the treaty to be carried into effect in respect to the 
Seneca tribe, 

You will perceive that this treaty embraces the 
Six Nations of New York Indians, occupying dif. 
ferent reservations, but bound together by common 
ties; and it will be expedient to decide whether, in 
the event of that part of it which concerns the Se. 
necas being rejected, it shall be considered valid in 
relation to the other tribes; or whether the whole 
confederacy shall share one fate. In the event of 
the senate not advising the ratification of the amend- 
ed treaty, I invite your attention to the proposal 
submitted by the dissentients to authorise a divi- 
sion of the lauds, so that those who prefer ‘it may 
go west, and enjoy the advantages of a permanent 
home there, and of their proportion of the annuities 
now payable, as well as of the several pecuniary 
and other beneficiary provisions of the amended 
treaty. M. VAN BUREN. 

ashington, January 13, 1840. 

The message was read. 

_The treaty with the New York Indians, commu- 
nicated with the message of this day, was read; and, 
by unanimous consent, was read a second time. 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

Ordered, That the message, with the treaty and 
documents, together with the communication on 
the same subject, presented on the 3d instant, be 
referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

_ Wednesday, January 15. On motion by Mr. Se- 
vier, 

Ordered, That the message, treaty with the New 
York Indians, and documents relating thereto, re- 
ceived and referred to the committee on Indian af- 
fairs the 14th instant, be printed in confidence for 
the use of the senate. 

Tuesday, January 21. The following message 
was received froin the president of the United States 
by Mr. Van Buren, his secretary: 

To the senate of the United Staies: 

I transmit to the senate, in compliance with the 
request of the governor of Massachusetts, a copy 
of a letter addressed to him by one of the chiefs of 
the Seneca tribe of Indians in the state of New 
York, written on behalf of that portion of the tribe 
opposed to the treaty of Buffalo. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, January 21, 1840. 

The message was read. 

Ordered, That the message transmitting a letter 
from the governor of Massachusetts, with a com- 
munication from the chiefs of the Seneca tribe of In- 
dians opposed to the treaty of Buffalo, be referred 
to the committee on Indian affairs, and printed in 
confidence for the use of the senate. 

Monday, February 10. Mr. Sevier presented sun- 
dry documents received from the war department, 
being memorials from the Society of Friends, from 
the Tuscarora Indians, from sundry individuals of 
the Senecas, and affidavits of persons residing in 
the state of New York; he also presented memorials 
from sundry residents of the county of Cattaraugus 
and of the western part of New York; all adverse 
to the ratification of the treaty with the New York 
Indians now before the senate. 

Mr. Sevier also presented a communication from 
a number of persons resident at Buffalo, in the state 
of New York, directed to the hon. Millard Fillmore, 
of the house of representatives, and two affidavits 
received from B. T. Strong, in favor of the ratifica- 
tion of the said treaty. 

Mr. Wright presented a communication from a 
number of citizens of Buffalo, urging the ratifica- 
tion of the said treaty. 





tion to the disclaimer contained in the report of the 
committee which has been adverted to. It is at 
best an inference only,in respect to the truth of 
which the senate can alone speak with certainty, 
and which could not with propriety be regarded as 
justifying the desired action in relation to the exe- 
cution of the treaty. 

This measure is further objected to, on the ground 
of improper inducements held out to the assenting 
chiefs by the agents of the proprietors of the lands, 
which, it is insisted, ought to invalidate the treaty, 
if even the requirement that the assent of the chiefs 
should be given in council was dispensed with. Do- 
cumentary evidence upon this subject was laid be- 
fore you at the last session, and is again communi- 
cated, with additional evidence upon the same 
point,. The charge appears, by the proceedings of 
the senate, to have been investigated by your com- 
mitte, but no conclusion upon the subject formed 
other than that which is contained in the extract 
from the report of the committee I have referred 
to, and which asserts that, at least, in one instance, 
the charge of bribery has been clearly made out. 
That improper means have been employed to ob- 
tain the assent of the Seneca chiefs, there is every 
reason to believe, andI have not been able to satis- 
fy myself that I can, consistently with the resolu- 





tion of the senate of the 2d of March, 1839, cause 


| Ordered, That the said papers Telating to the 
treaty with the New York Indians be referred to 
the committee on Indian affairs, and,printed in con- 
. fidence for the use of the senate. 

Thursday, March 5. Mr. Sevier, from the com- 
mittee on Indian affairs, to whom was referred, 
on the 14th of January last, the treaty withthe New 
York Indians, reported the same to the senate, with 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the senate do not advise and con- 
sent to the ratification of the treaty made and con- 
cluded at Buffalo creek, in the state of New York, 
the 15th day of January, in the year of our Lord 
1838, by Ransom H. Gillet, a commissioner on the 
part of the United States, and the chiefs, headmen 
and warriors of the several tribes of New York In- 
dians, assembled in council; the amemiments pro- 
posed to the said treaty by the resolution of the se- 
nate of the 11th of June, 1838, not having been as- 
sented to by the said Indians, according to the terms 
of the said resolution. 

Tuesday, March 10. The senate, as in committee 
of the whole, proceeded to consider the treaty with 
the New York Indians, together with the resolution 
reported by the committee on Indian affairs. _ 

Mr. Tallmadge submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 
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That the resolution reported by the committee on 
Indian affairs, on the 5th instant, be amended by 
striking out the same after the word “‘resolved,” 
and inserting the following in lieu thereof: 

“That, in the opinion of the senate, the amend- 
ments proposed by a resolution of the senate of the 
lith of June, 1838, to the treaty made and conclud- 
ed at Buffalo creek, in the state of New York, the 
15th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1838, 
by Ransom H. Gillet, a commissioner on the part 
of the United States, and the chiefs, headmen and 
warriors of the several tribes of New York Indians, 
assembled in council, have been assented to by said 
Indians, according to the terms of said resolution.” 

Wednesday, March 18. The senate, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, resumed the consideration of 
the treaty with the New York Indians, together 
with the resolution reported from the committee on 
Indian affairs on the 5th instant, and the amend- 
ment thereto submitted by Mr. Tallmadge on the 
10th instant. 

Mr. Phelps submitted the following proposition: 

That the resolution submitted by Mr. Tallinadge 
on the 10th instant be amended by inserting after 
the word “resolved”’ the words “two-thirds of the 
senators present concurring.” 

After debate, on motion by Mr. Sevier, the senate 
adjourned. 

Thursday, March 19. The senate,as in commit- 
tee of the whole, resumed the consideration of the 
treaty with the New York Indians, and the resolu- 
tion with the amendments proposed thereto; and, 
after debate, 

On motion by Mr. Tallmadge, the senate ad- 
journed. 

‘riday, March 20. The senate as in committee 
of the whole resumed the consideration of the treaty 
with the New York Indians, and the resolution, 
with the amendments proposed thereto; and, after 
debate, 

On motion by Mr. Tallmadge, the senate ad- 
journed. 

Monday, March 23. Mr. Sevier presented a me- 
morial from Seneca White and sixty-seven others, 
as head chiefs, sachems and chiefs of the Seneca 
nation of Indians, remonstrating against an appro- 

riation to carry into effect the treaty with the New 

ork Indians now pending, stating that the Senecas 
would derive no benefit therefrom, denying owner- 
ship in any lands in Wiskonsin territory, and de- 
claring their intention not to leave their lands in 
New York. 

The memorial was read, and on motion by Mr. 
Sevier, 

Ordered, That it be printed in confidence for the 
use of the senate. 

The senate, as in committee of the whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the treaty with the New 
York Indians, and the resolution with the amend- 
ments proposed thereto; and, after debate, 

Un motion by Mr. Wright, the senate adjourned. 

Tuesday, Murch 24. Mr. Tallmadge presented 
the affidavits of Zebulon Ferrisand nine other indi- 
viduals, residing in the state of New York, repre- 
senting that unfair and improper means had been 
used in exciting opposition to the treaty with the 
New York Indians. 

On notion by Mr. Tallmadge, 

Ordered, That the said affiidavits be printed in 
confidence for the use of the senate. 

The senate, as in committee of the whole, resum- 
ed the consideration of the treaty with the New York 
Indians, and the resolution with the amendments 
proposed thereto; and, after debate, 

Mr. Phelps, by unanimous consent, withdrew the 
amendment submitted by hitn on the 18th instant. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, submitted the following 
motion for consideration: 

“That the amendment submitteii by Mr. Tull- 
madge on the 10th instant to the resolution report- 
ed from the committee on Indian affairs on the 5th 
instant, be amended by striking out all following 
the word ‘that,’ and inserting ‘the amended treaty 
of the 15th January, 1838, with the Six Nations of 
New York Indians, be respectfully returned to the 
president, the senate being of opinion that the ques- 
tion whether the amendments required to the treaty 
by the resolution of ratification of the 11th day of 


June, 1838, have been assented to by the said In- 


dians, is a question’ which was referred to the ex- 
clusive decision of the president, and on which the 
senate is not constitutionally required to act.’ ”’ 

On the question to agree thereto, it was deter- 
mined in the negative: yeas 9, nays 28. 

On motion by Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, the yeas 


and nays being desired by one-filth of the senators 
present. 


Those who voted in the affirmative are— _ 

Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
meres Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, South- 
ard, 


Those who voted in the negative are— 

Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Phelps, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, 
of Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, 
White, Williams, Wright, Young. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
ainendment submitted by Mr. Tallmadge on the 
10th instant. 

PR was determined in the negative: yeas 18, nays 
18. 
On motion by Mr. Tallmadge, the yeas and nays 
being desired by one-fifth of the senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative are— ~~ 

Messrs. Allen, Benton, Dixon, Grundy, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Merrick, Norvell, Preston, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Wright, Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Falton, 
King, Linn, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Roane, Sevier, Southard, Strange, White, Williams. 

Mr. Porter submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

That the resolution reported from the committee 
on Indian affairs, on the 5th instant, be amended by 
striking out the whole thereof, after the word ‘‘re- 
solved,” and inserting “That the amended treaty 
of the 15th of January, 1838, with the Six Nations 
of New York Indians, be respectfully returned to 
the president, the senate being of opinion that the 
question whether the amendments required to that 
treaty by the resolution of ratification of the 11th 
day of June, 1838, have been assented to by the 
said Indians, isa question which was referred to the 
exclusive decision of the president, and on which 
the senate is not constitutionally required to act; 
but, that, while the senate does not feel called on 
to exercise its constitutional treaty-making power 
in the premises, it is, nevertheless, of opinion that 
the said resolution of the 11th June, 1838, ought 
not to be so construed as to require the signatures 
of the several chiefs to be given to said amendments 
in open council.” 

On the question to agree thereto, it was determin- 
ed in the negative: yeas 13, nays 23. 

On motion by Mr. Hubbard, the yeas and nays 
being desired by one-fifth of the senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative are— 

Messrs. Allen, Benton, Grundy, Henderson, Hub- 
bard, Porter, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Wright, Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Ful- 
ton, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Nicholas, Nur- 
vell, Phelps, Prentiss, Roane, Sevier, Southard, 
Strange, Sturgeon, White, Williams. 

Mr. Tallmadge submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 

That the resolution reported from the committee 
on Indian affairs, on the 5th instant, beamended by 
striking out the whole thereof, after the word ‘‘re- 
solved,” and inserting ‘*As the sense of the senate, 
that, after the amended treaty with the New York 
Indians had been submitted and explained by a 
commissioner of the United States to each of the 
tribes separately assembied in council, the assent 
thereto of chiefs freely and voluntarily given before 
such cotamissioner was a due compliance with the 
intent and meaning of the resolution of the senate 
of the llth of June, 1838.”’ 

On the question to agree thereto, it was deter- 
mined in the negative: yeas 16, nays 20. 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, the yeas and nays be- 
ing desired by one- fifth of the senators present, 

Those whv voted in the affirmative are— 

Messrs. Allen, Benton, Grundy, Hubbard, Lump- 
kin, Merrick, Norvell, Porter, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, 
Wright, Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabaina, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Ful- 
ton, Henderson, King, Linn, Nicholas, Phelps, 
Prentiss, Roane, Sevier, Southard, Strange, White, 
Williams. 

On motion by Mr. Tullmadge, the senate ad- 
journed. : 

Wednesday, March 25. The senate, & in com- 
mittee of the whole, resumed the consideration of 
the treaty with the New York Indians, together 
with the resolution reported from the committee on 
Indian affairs. 1 

Mr. Henderson submitted the fo'!lowing motion 
for consideration: 

That the resolution reported from the committee 
on {ndian affairs, on the Sth instant, be amended by 
striking out all afterthe word “resolve,” and insert- 








ing “That, in the opinion of the senate, the treaty 
between the United States and the Six Nations of 
New York Indians, together with the amendments 
‘on arth by the senate of the 11th of June, 1858, 
ave been satisfactorily acceded to and approved of 
by said tribes, the Seneca tribe included; and that, 
in the opinion of the senate, the president is autho- 
rised to proclaim the treaty as in full force and ope- 
ration.” | 

To which Mr. Porter proposed the following 
amendment, viz: 

To strike out all after the word “That,” where it 
first occurs, and insert “In the opinion of the se- 
nate, the resolutions of the 11th June, 1838, relative 
to the amendments proposed to the treaty with the 
several tribes of the Six Nations of New York In- 
dians, concluded at Buffalo on the 15th of January, 
1838, ought not to be so construed as to require the 
signatures and seals of the chiefs to be affixed to the 
said amendments in open council, in order to make 
their assent thereto valid, provided it shall appear 
that the amendments have been fully explained to 
them in open council, agreeably to the true iutent 
and meaning of the said resolution.” 

And, after debate, on the question to agree to the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Porter it was determin- 
ed in the negative: yeas 7, nays 28. . 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, the yeas and nays be- 
ing desired by one-fifth of the senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative are— 

Messrs. Benton, Hubbard, Norvell, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tap- 
pan, White, Williams, Wright, Young. 

Mr. Phelps then proposed to amend the amend- 
ment submitted by Mr. Henderson, by inserting, at 
the beginning thereof, the words ‘“‘two-thirds of the 
senators present concurring.” 

On the question to agree thereto, it was deter- 
mined in the negative: yeas 18, nays 18. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, the yeas and nays being 
desired by one-fifth of the senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative are— 

Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Fulton, 
King, Linn, Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, Roane, 
Sevier, Southard, Strange, Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

.Messrs. Allen, Benton, Grundy, Henderson, Hub- 
bard, Lurnpkin, Norvell, Porter, Preston, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
bic? ape White, Wright, Young. 

he senate being equally divided, the vice presi- 
dent voted in the negative. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Henderson. 

And it was determined in the affirmative: yeas 
19, nays 19. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, the yeas and nay being 
desired by one-fifth of the senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative are— 

Messrs. Allen, Benton, Dixon, Grundy, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Merrick, Norvell, Porter, 
Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tallinadge, Tappan, Wright, Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Ciayton, Crittenden, 
Fulton, King, Linn, Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, 
Roane, Sevier, Southard, Strange, White, Wil- 
liams. 

The senate being equally divided, the rice presi- 
dent voted in the affirmative. 

No further amendment having been made to the 
resolution, the treaty, with the resolution so amend- 
ed, was reported to the senate; and, 

On the question toagree to the resolution report- 
ed by the committee on Indian affairs, thus amend- 
ed, it was determined in the affirmative: yeas 19, 
nays 19. 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, the yeas and nays be- 
ing desired by one-fifth of the senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative are— 

Messrs. Allen, Benton, Dixon, Grundy, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, Luimpkin, Merrick, Norvell, Porter, 
Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Ind, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Wright, Young. 





Those who vote: in the negative are— 

Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Aia. Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Criitenden, Fulton, 
King, Linn, Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, Roane, Se- 
vier, Southard, Strange, White, Williaims, 

+ The senate being equally divided, the vice presi- 
deni voted in the affirmative. So it was ; 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the senate, the 











treaty between the United States and the Six Na- 


<i 
ee o 
ey ay Oe 
+ 4. 





aye 


ve Pe et Ss es "1 oe := Sates 
: re 4 , = a , Eee ba ce 
= ae ree = doe oe a 4 we Rete al . + 
* ioe - 


Se: be; De 


fis ean 
eee eS way 
A ae Pag 


ae. ee oe Rs hen 


Seu re CH EY PRES a A 


‘ 
Wpiz jaan 


id 


nee 


ys ~ ce —* 
te Pe 
ee By ry Se ae ee 


a ie are 


+ 


‘ 
- 
: 
it 
Sh 
mee 
a : 
yer 
‘Po 
¢ 
Be oly 
ve 
* 


iin 


a 


2 CR 





106 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 18, 1840—CONGRESS. 





/ 


nt ty 





tions of N. York Indians, together with the amend- 
ments proposed by the senate of the ilth June, 
1838, have been satisfactorily acceded to and ap- 
proved of by said tribes, the Senecatribe included; 
and that in the opinion of the senate, the president 
js authorised to proclaim the treaty as in full force 
and operation. 

Ordered, ‘That the secretary lay the said resolu- 
tion before the president of the United States. 

On monion by Mr. Clay, of Alabama, the senate 
adjourned. , 

Thursday, March 26. On motion by Mr. Sevier, 
That the injunction of secrecy be removed from 
the proceedings of the senate and the documents 
connected with and relating to the treaty with the 
New York Indians— 

Mr. Norvell moved to amend the same by in- 
serting, after.the word “senate,” the words the de- 
bates; and, alter debate the said motion was agreed 
to. 

The motion of Mr. Sevier, thus amended, having 
been agreed to; it was 

Ordered, That the injunction of secrecy be re- 
moved from the proceedings of the senate, the de- 
bates, and the documents connected with and relat- 
ing to the treaty with the New York Indians. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—1Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 


[Neither house sat on Wednesday the 8th, in 
consequence of the funeral ceremonies of the hon. 
Thaddeus Betts, late a senator from the state of 
Connecticut. ] ' 

April9. Vhe vice president communicated to the 
senate a letter from the treasury department, show- 
ing the accounts of persons entrusted with the dis- 
bursement of money, goods or effects for the benefit 
of the Indians. 

The following memorials and petitions were re- 
spectively presented and referred: 

By Mr. Clay, from Thomas Daniel, a soldier un- 
der gen. Wayne, asking remuneration for services 
under that commander. 

By Mr. Benton, from a portion of the corps of en- 
gineers, asking that no reduction may be made. 

By Mr. Ruggles, resolutions from the legislature 
of Maine, asking congress to pay for French spoli- 
ations prior to September, 1800. The resolutions 
having been read, Mr. R. moved to refer them to 
the committee on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Buchanan said if there was any serious in- 
tention of bringing this matter before the body, he 
would suggest to the senator from Maine that it be 
referred to a select committee. The subject would 
require the whole time of the committee on foreign 
relations for weeks, and at this advanced stage of 
the session it was not likely it could bestow on the 
subject the time required. It would involve an ex- 
pense of some five inillions of dollars. 

Mr. Ruggles said, for the present they might lie 
on the table. He would take some other time to 
consider what was likely to be the best disposition 
of them. 

Mr. R. also presented resolutions from the same, 
recommending the passage of a uniform bankrupt 
law. 

By Mr. Merrick, from citizens of the District of 
Columbia, praying a recharter of the banks of this 
District. 

By Mr. King, from citizens of Sumpter county, 
Alabama, asking to locate a section of land in lieu 
of the 16th section. 

By Mr. Allen, resolutions of the legislature of 
Ohio, asking the sale of all lands in that state ad- 
jacent to those before granted for the construction 
of canals. 

Mr. Merrick, frota the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporte the banks 
of the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. Norvell, 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation of money to enable the president of tke 
United States to negotiate fur the extinction of the In- 
dian title to the residue of lands in the upper peninsula 
of Michigan claimed by the aborigines of that peninsula. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following: 

Resolved, ‘That the senate will not consider or dis- 
cuss any bill for the renewal of a bank charter in the 
District of Columbia while said bank refuses to pay 
specie for its notes and deposites, or circulates notes of 
any bank so refusing. ; : 

The following joint resoJution was introduced by 
Mr. Preston: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, ‘\hat 
the commii%e on the library be authorised and instruct- 
ed to take mesures for the importation and erection of 
the statue of Washington by Greenough. 

‘The’ resolution introduced by Mr. Hubbard on 


Monday last, directing the secretary of the senate 


to make an alphabetical statement of all the private 





claims that have been acted on in either house since 
the 15th congress, came up for adoption, when Mr. 
Tappan moved to amend it, so as to give the direc- 
tion of the business to the chairman of the commit- 
tee of claims. This amendment having been adopt- 
ed, the vote was afterwards reconsidered, and the 
resolution passed as originally introduced. 

The subject was debated by Messrs. Merrick, 
Clayton, Pierce, King, Southard and Linn, in favor 
of leaving the direction in the hands of the respon- 
sible officer of the body, and by Messis. Tappan, 
Clay, of Alabama, and others in favor of the amend- 
ment, 

On motion of Mr. Pierce, the bill authorising the 
president to raise fifteen hundred men for the Flo- 
rida service was recommitted in order to make some 
verbal amendments. | 

The bill granting to the state of Michigan a quan- 
tity of land to aid said state in the construction ofa 
canal around the falls of St. Marie was put upon its 
third reading. ) 

Mr. Merrick asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Clay said he would like to have some infor- 
mation in relation to the grant of so large a portion 
of land for a canal so distant, and hoped some sena- 
tor would be able to give the information desired. 


Mr. Norvell said there bad been an explanation 
given on Monday, when the bill had been ordered 
to be engrossed; the bill might lie on the table un- 
til Monday next. 

The bill to revive the act entitled ‘‘an act to en- 
able claimants to lands within the limits of Missouri 
and the territory of Arkansas to institute proceed- 
ings to try the validity of their claims,’”’ approved 
the 26th of May, 1824, and an act extending the 
provisions of said act to claimants to lands within 
the states of Louisiana and Mississippi, then came 


up as the special order; when, after being discussed: 


by Messrs. Sevier, Linn, Benton, Mouton, King, Clay 
and Henderson, its further consideration was post- 


poned, and the senate went into the consideration of | 


executive business, and afterwards adjourned. 


Aprii10. Mr. Henderson presented the creden- 
tials of the hon. R. J. Walker senator elect from 
Mississippi, from the 4th of March, 1841, when his 
present term of service will expire. 

Mr, Norvell, presented resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of Michigan, showing the exposed state of De- 
troit, and asking an adequate sum to afford the 
means of protection and defence in the contingency 
of war. 

The resolutions were, after some remarks from 
Messrs. Norvell and Porter in relation to the British 
military preparations on the northern frontier, re- 
ferred to the military committee, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, presented joint resolutions 
of the legislature of Indiana, heartily approving the 
resolutions adopted by the legislature of Ohio, in 
relation to the stand taken by Maine to protect the 
rights and honor of herself and of the union. They 
are as follows: 

Resolved, That while we cherish the hope that, in 
the adjustment of the question of our national bounda- 
ry, the integrity of our soil, and the national honor, 
may be preserved inviolate without an appeal to arms, 
yee we will ever prefer honorable war rather than dis- 

onorable peace. 

Resolved, That, shoutd a collision take place between 
this government and Great Britain in the settlement of 
the pending dispute, Indiana tenders her whole means 
and resources to the authorities of the union in sustain- 
ing our rights and honor. 

The resolutions having been read, were ordered 
to be laid on the table and printed. 


Mr, Ruggles, presented resolutions from the legis- 
lature of Maine, as follows: 

Resolved, 'That the patriotic enthusiasm with which 
several of our sister states, the past year, tendered us 
their aid to repel a threatened foreign invasion, demands 
our grateful recollection; and, whilst this spirit of self- 
sacrifice and self-devotion to the national honor per- 
vades the union, we cannot doubt that the integrity of 
our territory will be preserved. 

Resolwed, That the promptness and unanimity with 
which the last congress, at the call of this state, placed 
at the disposal of the president the arms and treasures 
of the nation, for our defence; the firmness of the exe- 
cutive, in sustaining the action of this state, and repel- 
ling the charge of an infraction of the arrangement 
made with the British lieutenant governor in March 
last, and charging back upon the British government 
the violation of that agreement; their decision, in de- 
mnanding the removal of the British troops now quar- 
tered upon the disputed territory, as the only guaranty 
that they sincerely desire an amicable adjustment of the 
boundary question; afford us confident assurance that 
this state will not be compelled single-handed to take 
up arms in defence of our territory and the national 
honor, and that the crisis is near when this question 
will be settled by the national government, either by 
negotiation or hy the ultimate resort. 

_ Resolved, That, unless the British government, dur- 
ing the present session of congress, make or accept a 


| 





distinct and satisfactery proposition for the immediate 
adjustment of the boundary question, it will be the duty 
of the general government to take militury posséssion 
of the disputed territory; and, in the name of a sove- 
reign state, we call upon the national government to 
fulfil its constitutional obligations, to establish the line 
which they have solemnly declared to be the. true boun- 
dary, and to protect this state in extending her jurisdic- 
tion to the utmost limits of our territory. 

Resolved, That we have a right to expect the general 
overnment will extend to this member of the union, 
y negotiation or by arms, the protection of her terri- 

torial rights, guarantied by the federal compact, and 
thus save her from the necessity of falling back upon 
her natural and reserved rights of self-defence and self- 
protection—rights which constitutions can neither give 
or.take away; but should this confidence of a speedy 
crisis be disappointed, it will become the imperative 
duty of Maine to assume the defence of our prate ane 
national honor, and expel from our limits the Bntish, 
troops now quartered upon our territory. 

Resolved, ‘T'hat the governor be requested to forward 
copies of these resolutions to the presidents and heads'o 
departments, and to the senators and representatives in 
congress from this state, with a request to the latter to 
lay them befere the respective bodies of which they are 
members; also, to the governors of the several states, 
with a request to lay them before their several legisla- 
tures. 

The resolutions were referred to the committee 
on foreign relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, resolutions from the same, stating that the 
national policy requires a continuance of the fishing 
bounty, to foster commerce in peace, and afford a 
competent supply of seamen in time of war. That 
the repeal of the act would affect the general preos- 
wei of that state by injuring the interests Stanip: 

uilding and the fisheries. Laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Davis submitted the following document in 
relation to the drawback on refined sugars: 

New York, April 8, 1840. 
Hon. Daniel Webster, New York: 
Dear stk: We avail ourselves of the opportunity of 
seeing you here to plage in. your hands a statement re- 
specting the drawback of duties on refined sugars, 
which we deem of importance, in consequence of fe- 
cent statements made in the senate. , 

In a speech of the hon. Mr. Benton, made im that 
body on the 16th March, we find it stated that, mm the 
years 1837 and 1838, ‘‘the whole revenue derived from the 
importation of brown sugar in the United States, and 
an additional sum besides, was delivered over gratui- 
tously to a few dozen sugar refiners.” 

We are altogether at a loss to understand u what 
authority the statement was made, as, upon looking at 
the public documents, we find the following to be the 
true eccount of the matter: 

In document No. 372, transmitted by the secretary of 
the treasury to the 25th congress, 2d session, it is stated 
that, in the no ending 30th September, 1837, there 
was imported into the United States, of brown sugar; 

Ibs. 120,416,071 
During the said year there was exported of 
26,708,030 


brown sugar 
Leaving of brown sugar to pay duty _ibs. 93,708,041 


Which, at the duty of $2 23 paid that year, 
amounts to $2,063,655 71 
From which deduct the amount of draw- 
back paid that year on 2,012,854 lbs. re- 
fined sugar exported, at 5 cents per lb. 








100,642 70 





Leaves a nett revenue on brown sugar ac- 
cruing to the United States in 1837, of $1,963,013 01 
In a similar document from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, No. 253, transmitted to the 25th congress, 3d ses- 
sion, it is stated that, in the year endin 30th Septem- 
ber, 1838, there was imported into the United States of 
brown sugar Ibs. 139,200,905 

During said year there was exported of 
4,328,687 


brown sugar 
Leaving of brown sugarto pay duty _|bs.134,872,218 


Which, at $2 03 duty paid that year, 
amounts to the sum of $2,734,365. 96 

From which deduct the amount of draw- 
back paid that year on 2,909,886 lbs. of 
refined sugar, exported at 5 cts. per Ib. 








145,494 30 





Leaves a nett revenue on brown sugar 
accruing to the U. States in 1838 of $2,588,871 66 
Thus, in the year 1837 and 1838, the nett revenue ac- 
cruing to the United States, after deducting all the re- 
fined sugar exported on which drawback was _ paid, 
amounted to the sum of $4,551,884 67 
This will show you, sir, unless we ourselves are in 
reat error, that Mr. Benton’s information must have 
beth entirely incorrect. We are, respectfully, dear sir, 
your wbedient servants, Wootsey & Woorsey, 
Of New York Patent Sugar Refinery. 
: Wa. APPLETON, 
President East Boston Sugar Refinery. 
Ricuarp A. STewanrt, 
New York. 
Wishart YArTEs, 
Of N. York American Steam Sugar Refinery 
James J. Mares, 
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The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: hai 

By Mr. Waiker, from a number of citizens of 
Lowndes county, cer asking the passage of 
a general bankrupt law. r. W. took that occa- 
sion to say that he was in favor of such a law, pro- 
vided corporations (banks setting up for monarchs) 
were included. A 

Also, from John Scarborough and Nancy his wife, 
asking a grant of land on the ground of having rais- 
ed 20 children for the benefit of the republic. They 
state that they migrated from North Carolina about 
eight years ago to the far west; that they have rear- 
ed 20 children, the oldest not 25, and the youngest 
not weaned. They tell congress that by going to 
Texas they can have an immense grant of land, but 
they prefer their own glorious republic. They ex- 
press a hope that, with God’s power, they may be 
further fruitful, as they bave high health and unim- 
paired constitutions, and conclude with the belief 
that, as a future precedent, it will not be dangerous, 
but would rather meet with the approbation of the 
whole American people. It was referred to the 
committee on public lands. 

Also, from citizens of Mississippi, asking that the 
holding of the circuit court of the United States be 
removed from Jackson to Vicksburg in that state. 

By Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, from citizens of 


’ New London, asking a reduction of postage. 


By Mr. Allen, from inhabitants of Maumee city, 
Ohio, praying the passage of a general bankrupt 
law. 

By Mr. Norvel, from the Lake Superior Fishing 
and Mining company of Michigan, asking to be al- 
lowed to work the mineral lands of the U. States on 
the southern shore of Lake Superior. 

Also, from citizens of Berrien county, Michigan, 
asking the passage of a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. Benton, from a select committee, made a re- 
port on the origin and character of the fishing boun- 
ties and allowances. Mr. Davis said he had been 
selected as a member of that committee, and not 
concurring in the general results to which the ma- 
jority had come, would beg leave to offer a counter 
report which he did with the approbation of the 
majority of the committee. On motion of Mr. Jn- 
derson, 10,000 additional copies were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Prentiss, from the committee on public lands, 
reported the dill from the house of representatives 
granting the right of pre-emption to certain lots in 
the town of Perrysburg, in the state of Ohio, with- 
out amendment, with a recommendation that it 
ought to pass. 

r. Clay, of Alabama, from the same committee, 
reported the bill to annex a certain tract of land to 
the Coosa land district. 

Mr. Walker, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills from the house of representatives 
without amendment: 

A bill granting two townships of land to the ter- 
ritory of Iowa for the purpose of a university. 

A bill granting a section of land for schools in St. 
Clair county, Illinois. 

A bill to allow further time to Centre college, 
Kentucky, to sell certain lands. 

A bill to amend an_act entitled ‘‘an act to autho- 
rise the state of Tennessee to issue grants and per- 
fect titles to certain lands therein described, and to 
settle the claims to the vacant and unappropriated 
lands within the same,’’ passed 18th of April, 1806. 

Mr. Nicholas, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported the bill for the settiement of the 
claims of New Hampshire against the U. States 
without amendment. 

The bill authorising the president to raise 1,500 
men for the service of Florida was reported back 
with an amendment, and, by general consent, read 
a third time and passed. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Allen asked and obtain- 
ed leave to introduce a bill toexpose for sale all the 
public Jands in the state of Ohio, hitherto reserved 
from sale. 

The bill to revive the act entitled ‘an act to en- 
able claimants of land within the limits of Missouri 
and the territory of Arkansas to institute proceed- 
ings to try the validity of their claims,” approved 
the 26th day of May, 1824, and an act amending 
the same, and extending the provisions of said acts 
to claimants to land within the state of Louisiana 
and Mississippi, being taken up as in committee of 
the whole, was discussed at length by Messrs. 
Grundy, Benton, Henderson, Linn and Clay, when, 
on motion by Mr. Benton, it was postponed’ until 
Monday next. 

The senate then adjourned until Monday next. 

Aprit 18. The following memorials and peti- 
tions were presented and appropriately referred. 

By Mr. White, from sundry inhabitants of Cum. 
berland county, Md. asking the establishment of a 
certain mail route. 





By Mr. Young, two memorials from different 
counties in Illinois, asking the passage of a uni- 
form bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Sevier, a communication from the war 
department in relation to the western frontier. 

By Mr. Clay, from citizens of Prince George’s 
county, Md. asking that a duty may be imposed on 
foreign silk. The memorial states that such du- 
ties would not only have an effect to encourage the 
culture of the article at home, but would have a 
beneficial tendency on the exchequer. 

Mr. C, said, as the memorial contained some new 
views, he would move that it be printed; which 
was agreed fo. 

By Mr. Henderson, from citizens of Mississippi, 
asking the passage of a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. King, from the committee on commerce, re- 
ported, a bill making provision for the adjustment 
of the title for a site for a light house at Roanoke 
marshes, on the coase of North Carolina. 

Mr. Buchanan, from the committee on foreign 
relations, reported the resolutions in relation tothe 
negroes liberated by the authorities of the island of 
Bermuda, from the brigs Comet, Enterprise and 
Encomium, with an amendinent. 


Mr. Calhoun moved that the resolutions as 
amended be printed, and made the order of the day 
for Wednesday next, as he desired to test the sense 
of the senate in relation to them. The motion was 
agreed to. The amencment, as reported by the 
committee, reads thus: 

Resolved, That if such ship or vessel should be fore- 
ed, vt Bier of weather or other unavoidable cause, 
into the port and under the jurisdiction of a friendl 
power, she and her cargo and persons on board wit 
their property, and the rights belonging to their person- 
al relations, as established by the laws of the state to 
which they belong, would be placed under the pro- 
tection which the laws of nations extend to the unfor- 
tunate under such circumstances. 

Mr. Norvell, on leave, introduced a bill relative 
to the iron steamboat New Jersey. 

On motion of Mr. Crittenden, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety and justice of 

roviding for the satisfaction of a claim of the state of 

entucky for arms furnished to the general govern- 
ment for the public service inthe year 1814; and that 
said committee report by bill or otherwise, 

The joint resolution introduced by Mr, Preston, 
viz: That the committee on the library take mea- 
sures to have the statue of Washington, executed 
by Mr. Greenough, now in Italy, to be imported 
and erected in its place, was considered in commit- 
tee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to revive the act entitled ‘‘an act to ena- 
ble claimants of land within the limits of Missouri 
and the territory of Arkansas to institute proceed- 
ings to try the validity of their claims,” approved 
the 26th day of May, 1824, and “an act amending 
the same, and extending the provisions of said acts 
to claimants to land within the states of Louisiana 
and Mississippi,’ was then taken up as the special 
order, and after having been discussed by Messrs. 
Grundy, Sevier, Linn, Henderson, Clay, Benton, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. and Buchanan, it was ordered 
to be engrossed by a vote of 21 to 11, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, King, Knight, 
Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Preston, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Walker, 
White—21. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Davis, Lumpkin, Strange, Stur- 
geon, Tappan—11. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of 
executive business, and soon after adjourned. 

Aprii 14. Mr. Smith of Ind. presented the peti- 
tion of a number of citizens of the state of Indiana, 
remonstrating against the employment of blood- 
hounds against the Florida Indians. Mr. 8. said 
that, believing from the late accounts, that these 
animals were not so dangerous as they were sup- 
posed to be, he would not trouble any of the con. 
mittees with a consideration of the petition; and he 
would therefore move to lay it on the table. This 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Wright presented the petition of 1,735 citi- 
zens of the city of New York, praying for the en- 
actment of a general bankrupt law: referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of a large 
number of citizens of the city of New York, pub- 
lishers of periodicals, magazines, &c. praying a re- 
duction of the postage on such publications, so as 
to bring them down to the same rate of postage as 
is collected on newspapers: referred to the commit- 
tee on the post office and post roads. 

Mr. Norvell, from the committee on the public 
lands, reported a bill granting to the county of 
Kent, in the state of Michigan, the right of pre- 
emption toa quarter section of the public lands; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. N. also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred—resolutions of the legislature of the 
state of Vermont, in favor of a distribution of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands among the 
states—resolutions of the legislature of Kentucky, 
adverse to the cession of the public lands to the 
states in which they lie, and in favor of a distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the public among the states; 
and the memorial of citizens of Ohio in favor of a 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
among the states—asked to be discharged from 
their further consideratiom, which was agreed to. 


Mr. Buchanan, from the committee on foreign re- 
lations, to which was referred the message of the 
president containing the official correspondence in 
relation to the territory in dispute with Great Bri- 
tain and certain resolutions of the legislature of 
Maine, made a report. ; 

On a motion to print ten thousand additional co- 

pies, a very interesting debate arose, in which inci- 
dental matters were mingled, Messrs. Wright, Rug- 
gles, Buchanan and Clay participating. 
The bill granting to the state of Michigan a 
quantity of land to aid said state in the construc- 
tion of a canal around the falls of St. Marie, was 
taken up on its third reading, and was opposed by 
Messrs. Clay and Crittenden, and advocated by 
Messrs. Norvell and Porter, and after some further 
remarks by Messrs. Allen and Tappan, amendments 
were offered by Messrs. White and Henderson, and 
the further consideration of the bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. King, from the committee on commerce, to 
which was referred the bill relative to the iron stea- 
mer, the New Jersey, reported the same with an 
amendment; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then, on motion by Mr. K. taken 
up as in committee of the whole, considered and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. Hubbard, it was 

Ordered, That Friday and Saturday next be de- 
voted to the consideration of private bills, and the 
reports of committees on private bills. 

The senate then adjourned. 


April 15. The following message was received 
from the president of the United States, by Mr. 
Van Buren, his private secretary: 

To the senate of the United States: 

I transmit a copy of a convention for the adjust- 
ment of claims of citizens of the United States upon 
the government of the Mexican republic, for such 
legislative action on the part of congress as may be 
necessary to enable me to carry the engagements of 
the United States under the covention into full effect. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, April 15, 1840. 

Which was referred to the committee on foreign 
relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Young presented the memorial of inhabitants 
of the town of Dubuque, in the territory of Towa, 
remonstrating against the passage of a bill to amend 
the act for laying off Dubuque, and other towns in 
Wiskonsin and lowa; which was referred to the 
committee on the public lands. 

Mr. Y. also presented the memorial of citizens 
of Dekalb county, Illinois, praying that the pu- 
nishment of William L. Mackenzie may be mitigat- 
el; which was ordered to be printed, and laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Porter presented a memorial from a number 
of citizens of the state of Michigan, praying for a 
mitigation of punishment in the case of William L. 
Mackenzie; which was ordered to be transmitted to 
the president of the United States. 


Mr. Bentonoffered the following resolution, which 
was considered, and agreed to: 





ed to communicate to the senate as soon as the infor- 
mation can be obtained, the amount of debentures is- 
sued at different ports on the exportation of refined su. 
gars, during the three first months of she present year. 
Also, that he cause inquiries to be made to ascertain 
whether any of that description of sugar called “bas- 
tard,’’ is exported for drawback as sugar refined, and 
report the facts to the senate. Also, that he report to 
the senate the amount of duty payable on imported 
brown sugars, during the year 1840. 

Mr. Williams submitted the following resolution; 

which was considered and agreed to: 
_ Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instrneted to inquire into the expediency of providing 
for the settlement and payment of the claims of the 
state of Maine for services of her militia in the pro- 
tection of the northeastern frontier of the United States 
in the year 1839. 

Mr. W. also presented sundry documents in con- 
nection with the above; which were referred to the 
committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Tuppan, from the committee on the libra 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of La 


and O’Sullivan; which was read, and ordered té’a 





second reading. 


Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- ~ 


tree. 
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Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce re- 
orted a bill to amend an act entitled an act regu- 
ating passenger ships and vessels; which, by una- 

nimous consent, was considered as in committee of 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. [This bill enacts that the law shail not 
upply to steam vessels ranning between Nova Sco- 
tia and ports of the United States, or between Texas 
and ports of the United States. ] 

Mr. King, from the committee on commerce, to 
which various communications on the subject were 
referred, reported a bill to authorise the secretary 
of the treasury to procure steam vessels for the re- 
venue service, which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. [The bill authorises the purchase 
or constructian of three steam vessels: one for the 
waters of Lake Erie and the upper Jakes; one for 
the Atlantic and one for the Gulf coast. ] 

The various unfavorable reports from committees 
on the secretary’s tabie, were considered and con- 
curred in. j 

The bill making grants of public lands to certain 
states for purposes of internal inprovement, was 
taken up, and Mr. Norvell explained at some length 
the provisions of the bill, and advocated its passage. 

Mr. Merrick opposed the bill, and moved its re- 
commitment to the committee on public lands, with 

instructions so to amend it as to make an equal 
grant to all the states in the union. 

The motion to recommit was discussed by Messrs. 
Walker, Merrick, Clay, of Ky. and Norvell, when, 
on motion of Mr. N. it was laid on the table. 

The resolutions submitted on the 4th of March 
by Mr. Calhoun, as amended by the committee on 
foreign relations, were take up; Mr. Clay, of Ky. 
addressed the senate at some length on the resolu- 
tions, and was replied to by Mr. Calhoun. 

Mr. Porter then addressed the senate in opposi- 
tion to the adoption of the resolutions, and, at the 
conclusion of his remarks, moved that they be laid 
on the table; which motion was decided in the ne- 
gative—aye 1, nays 33, as follows: 

YEA—Mr. Porter—1. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Clay, of Ky. Clay- 

ton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Young—33. 


After some remarks from Mr. Benton in favor of 
the resolutions, the question was taken on their pas- 


sage, and decided in the affirmative by a unanimous 
vote, as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Ky. 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, 
Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinsun, 
Sevier, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Young—33. 

NAYS—None. 

The bill in relation to the iron steamboat, New 
Jersey, was read the third time and passed. 

The following bills, after being considered in 
committee of the whole, were severally ordered to 
be engrossed. 

A bill for creating a new land district in the state 
of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries of 
southwestern and western land districts in said 
state. . 

A bill to authorise the president of the United 
States to cause the reserved lead mines belonging 
to the United States in the several states and terri- 
tories to be sold as other public lands. 

A bill to revive an act authorising certain sol- 
diers in the Jate war to surrender the bounty lands 
drawn by them, and to locate other lands in lieu 
thereof, and for other purposes. 

A bill to authorise the inhabitants of township 
eight north, range thirty-two west, in the state of 
Arkansas, to enter a section of land in lieu of the 
16th section in said township, upon condition that 
the same is surrended to the United States for mili- 
tary purposes. . 

A bill to confirm to the state of Indiana the land 
selected by her for that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal which lies between the mouth of the 
Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for other 
purposes. 

A bill to authotise registers and receivers to ad- 
minister oaths required to be taken by purchasers 
of public lands. 

The senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, April 9. The journal having been 
read— Mr. Lincoln asked the unanimons. leave of 
the house, in behalf of his colleague, Mr. 4bbot 
Lawrence, still confined to his room by sickness, to 
submit a communication from the hon. Thomas 
H. Perkins, of Boston, and a great nuiber of the 





merchants of Boston and Salem, Massachusetts, in- 
terested in the China trade, containing a statement 
of the intelligence recently received from that 
country, which has not before been made publicly 
known, with a view to the reference of the com- 
munication to the committee on foreign affairs. 

Leave being granted, Mr. Lincoln presented the 
communication; and, upon his motion, it was re- 
ferred to the committee on foreign affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The business first in order was the resolution of 
Mr. Hand, for the reception of which the rules were 
suspended on Tuesday last, but action on which had 
been arrested by the annunciation of the death of 
a member of the other body, and which is in the 
following words: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested to 
communicate to this house what works he considers ne- 
cessary to be constructed in order to place the northern 
and northeastern frontiers in a proper and permanent 
state of defence. 

Mr. Wise requested Mr. Hand to accept as a 
substitute therefor, or, if not as a substitute, as a 
modification, the following resolution offered by 
Mr. W. on Monday last: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be, and he is 
hereby, requested to lay before this house, as soon as 
practicable, a report of a full and connected system of 
national defence, embracing steam and other vessels of 
war, and “floating batteries” for coast and harbor de- 
fence; and national foundries, and the internal means 
auxiliary to these for transportation and other warlike 
uses by land; and that he be requested to furnish this 
house with the reports submitted to his department at 
any time by major gen. E. P. Gaines, or other person 
or persons of professional experience, of their “‘plans of 
defence,” if any such have been submitted, with the 
views of the secretary of war thereon. And that the 
secretary furnish an estimate of the. expenses of his 
own and other plans he may report, distinguishin 
such parts of plans as ought to be immediately adopte 
and prosecuted, with the probable cost and time of 
their prosecution and commencement. 

Mr. Hand accepted the resolution of Mr. Wise, 
as a modification, by way of additional resolution to 
his own. 

And the question being on the resolution as mo- 
dified Mr. Wise said that his resolution embraced 
an entire system of national defence—a system 
which, it seemed to him, ought to have been enter- 
ed on long ago. This government, he would venture 
to say, in the face of a threatened war, was in the 
most defenceless condition of any in the world.— 
There was not a power on earth, civilized or bar- 
barous, with a tithe of the physical force which 
this country could employ, that had not now in 
active operation more means of defence than we. 
In fact, our condition was worse than if we had 
never spent a dollar on our system of fortifications. 
There was scarcely a fort on our seaboard that was 
notin acondition to be taken by the enemy, and 
to be used against ourselves instead of being a fort 
for our own defence, He would not now go into 
the inquiry whose fault it was, from the time that 
we had the celebrated excitement on the three mil- 
lion appropriation down to this moment, when we 
stood now in the presence of the British lion him- 
self—he would not now stop to inquire who was to 
blame for the helpless condition of our country, left, 
as it was, to the mercy of any foe that possessed ma- 
ritine power. He would not now stop to comment 
on the utter, reckless folly of talking of a war with 
Great Britain about a few pine logs in Maine, when 
our commerce, our national honor, our lives and 
every pcrtion of our frontier, were exposed to Bri- 
tish aggression and British bayonets. 

Mr. Hand made a remark which the reporter 
could not hear, but the purport of which may be in- 
ferred from Mr. Wise’s response, and then moved 
the previous question. 

Mr. Wise. I am no alarmist. I have no idea 
that there is to be a war. ButI go for the neces- 
sity of fortifications upon the most liberal scale for 
a peace establishment. 

Mr. 4dams appealed to Mr. Hand to withdraw 
his motion for the previous question. 

Whether Mr. H. did so or not, the reporter can 
iinpart no information beyond the inference to be 
drawn from the statement which follows. 

Mr. Adams said he wished to say a word on this 
subject, because he found that there was among his 
own constituents, and among that portion of the 
people of this country who were now, by the act of 
God, deprived of the services of their immediate 
representative, (Mr. Lawrence), much anxiety in 
relation toit. He concurred perfectly in the opinions 
last expressed by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 

Wise). He thought that there was not the slightest 
danger at this moment of a war with Great Britain, 
nor for years tocome. He, (Mr. A.) said not for 
years to come, and he hoped this statement would 
be reported to his constituents, and to those next to 
his own district—the people of the city of Boston— 





who were probably as deeply interested in the pre- 
servation of peace with Great Britain as any por- 
tion of the people of the United States. 

Mr. Rhett rose to inquire of the speaker whether 
the demand for the previous question was or was 
not withdrawn? Mr. Hand was understood to say 
he had not withdrawn it. Mr. ddams regretted, be 
said, that the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Rhett), was unwilling to bear that there was no 
danger of a war with Great Britain. The previous 
question had been withdrawn, and he hoped he 
would not be again interrupted. Mr. Rhett. The 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. Hand), says he 
has not withdrawn the demand for the previous 
question. Mr. Hand said he had not.withdrawn it, 
but would do so on the promise of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams), to renew it.— 
After some confusion, cries tu order, &c. Mr. Adams 
proceeded to makesome remarks, of which the sub- 
stance may be found below. ! 


He stated for the benefit of his constituents, and 
of the immediate neighborhooc of his constituents, 
and of the people of the whole country, that he 
did not apprehend, in the slightest degree, that there 
was any immediate danger of a war with Great 
Britain, or for years tocome. And he founded this 
opi:sion on two things: In the first place, he found- 
}ed it on the message of the president of the United 
States at the commencement of the present session, 
in which he, (Mr. A.) thought that there was not 
a single word of recommendation to the people to 
prepare themselves for that great and terrible con- 
flict which must ensue whenever we came in con- 
flict with Great Britain. From the day he saw that 
message, he concluded in his own mind that there 
was no danger of a war with Great Britain. And 
why? Because he was sure that, if the president of 
the U. Statés himself had the slightest apprehension 
of danger of an immediate or early collision, it 
would have been wrong in him not to have recom- 
mended very strong ana extensive preparations for 
that event. When, after that message was deli- 
vered, (Mr. A.) saw weeks upon weeks pass away 
under an apprehension on the part of the citizens of 
the U. States and of many of the members of this 
house that there was danger of war; when he saw 
the correspondence which had taken place, (and 
which had from time to time been communicated to 
congress), between the secretary of state and the 
British minister here—he confessed he had waited 
to see on what ground it was that the president of 
the United States had coneluded that there was not 
the slightest danger of a collision with Great Britain 
at present. 

When the last correspondence was communicat- 
ed to the senate—and when a gentleman, the chair- 
man of the committee on foreign affairs in this 
house, (Mr. Pickens), sounded the alarm—an alarm 
which had pervaded the whole country—he, (Mr. 


himself, not then having seen the correspondence. 
But the very next morning he saw it; and, in the 
last letter from the secretary of state to the British 
minister, he saw the grounds upon which the pre- 
sident had come to such a -conelusion, and ver 
safely come to it. That correspondence, as all 
must have observed, had been of an irritating cha- 
racter. There was anger, passion, feeling upon 
both sides; and the community and many members 
of congress, seeing these expressions of irritation 
probably, came to the conclusion, unnecessarily as 
he thought, that there was danger of an immediate 
collision. 

He, so soowas he saw tke last letter of the se- 
cretary of state, became satisfied that there was no 
‘such danger; for, in the very heat and tempest of 
the passion, the secretary of state broke off, and 
said that, from the day on which the president of 
the United States entered upon the duties of his 
station, he had determined that, in the event of the 
two parties not being able to come to an under- 
standing by means of their negotiations, he would 
propose a reference of the great question at issue, 
for the second time, to a third party. To this the 
very natural reply of the British minister was, that 
this was a new proposition, which he could only 
communicate to his government, as he would im- 
mediately de. And that was the position in which 
the matter now stood. One of two things must be: 
either there was a proposition already on the part 
of Great Britain to accept a proposition heretofore 
made on the part of the government of the United 
States—and that, of course, would necessarily pre- 
vent collision—or the government of Great Britain 
must determine whether it would accept of this 
proposition fora reference. Now, he said that the 
government of Great Britain could not refuse this 
proposition; and when the question was referred to 
a third power, we would have no war from that 
time forward until at any rate the arbitrators had 








come to a decision, which would take years. 









A.) felt a degree of concern and apprehension, . 
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There was one other possibility which might in- 
duce collision; which was, that, while these nego- 
tiations were going on, the British government might 
continue to encroach on the territory of the United 
States as they were doing, and had been doing ever 
since this watter had approached to the appearance 
of hostility between the two countries. ‘This was 

ossible—nay, probable. On the other hand, we 

ad, on the part of the people of Maine, manifesta- 
tions of a spirit not to subinit, for any great length 
of time, to these continual encroachwents—partial- 
ly denied—partially so to speak, prevaricated away 
ir, the correspondence between the British minister 
and the secretary of state; but still going on in the 
disputed territory, in which the British authorities 
might continue to advance until they had all they 
claimed, and probably a great deal more. It re- 
mained for the people of Maine to decide whether 
they would submit to it or not. He believed they 
would submit to these encroachments, and that 
there would be no act on the part of this govern- 
ment to sustain or support them if they did not 
submit. He gave warning to the representatives 
from Maine and Massachusetts in this house that 
the people of Maine would submit so long as it 
pleased the government of Great Britain to pursue 
them under this course of negotiation to be resuin- 
ed by a second reference. He presumed, however, 
that many of the representatives of the state of 
Maine understood the feelings of their people better 
than he did. 


Mr. A. then alluded to the course of the govern- 
ment of Maine during the last spring—against 
which, Mr. A. said, he would not at the time con- 
sent to the adoption of any proposition which even 
by imputation could cast censure upon the go- 
vernor for his conduct. But, more recently, he 
(Mr. A.) had seen evidences of an exceedingly cool 
and tame spirit coming from the state of Maine. 
He did not mean to say this was not very pro- 

er under the circuinstances of the times; but he 

ad satisfied himself that there was no sort of dan- 
ger to be apprehended from any act of the people 
of that state. The legislature of Maine declared at 
that time that if the government of the U. States did 
not take the matter up, they would do justice to 
themselves. Now they declared that if the British 
went on encroaching there, and prevaricating here, 
as they had done and were doing, they would call 
on the government of the United States to protect 
them. 


[Some conversation passed between Mr. Smith, 
of Maine, and Mr. Adams, after which] Mr. A. 
said, all he intended to say was what he did not 
think any member from Maine would contradict, 
that, in the event of a second reference to a third 
power, the people of Maine would not commence a 
war with Great Britain; if any one did contradict it, 
let the two statements be put side by side. 


Mr. A. Sinith said it was not his feeling, nor the 
the feelings of the people of Maine, that this ques- 
tion should be again submitted to a reference in the 
manner or at all under the terms upon which it was 
submitted by a former administration. 


Mr. Ada@its said the gentlernan ws very cautious 
in his decia. ation that the people would not submit 
to another reference. He, (Mr. A.) declared they 
would submit to it, and he said that they ought to 
submit to it in case the event should come: and 
one of his chief motives in addressing the house 
at this time was to say that he approved entirely of 
this determination on the part of the president of 
the United States. He thought the chief executive 
of this country was authorised to make such a re- 
ference, and he was gratified to find such a deter- 
mination had been forined; for nothing could be 
more effectual in preventing that collision which 
many of them, and he among the number, were so 
apprehensive of. He believed it was the most pa- 
cific and conciliatory course which could have been 
determined upon; for that reason he approved of it, 
and it would be approved of by the whole civilized 
race of mankind. Itcame precisely to that point 
in reference to which so many petitions had been 
brought into this house, anc to which he wished 
the house had paid more attention—that was to say, 
a general principle which, by the force of public 
opinion, should compel all governments in the world 
to resort to this pacific mode of setiling difficulties 
rather than by a resort to war. The two nations— 
the British people and the people of the U. States— 
he might say unanimously, for he scarcely believ- 
ed there wasa man but who deprecated a war 
between the two nations—all deprecated a resort to 
war. Thie reference of the question to arbitrators 
was an honorable wode of proceeding; no nation 
could refuse to adopt such acourse. The British 
government he maintained, must compulsively, whe- 
ther they would or not, accept the proposition, and 
if not competled, they would do it from motives of 


policy; and therefore he concluded there was no 
danger of a war. The only doubt he could enter- 
tain would be that the people of Maine, in the im- 
patience and impetuosity which they must natural- 
ly feel for their own interests and their own rights, 
might, by their own indiscretion, commence hostili- 
ties. He did not, however, apprehend such an 
event, nor did he still believe that any member 
would rise and say that there was danger of war 
from that source. 

Mr. Albert Smith was unable, he said, after pay- 
ing the strictest attention to the remarks of the 
venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Adams), to comprehend them. He alluded to the 
remarks of that gentleman expressing his unwilling- 
ness to throw even a scintilla of censure on the 
course of governor Fairfield last spring, and com- 
pared them with his present declaration, that there 
would be no war unless the state of Maine should, by 
herown act, bring itupon us. The soil was invaded 
‘then. Was it not invaded now? Were the people 
of Maine supposed to have less regard for the inte- 
grity of their soil this year than they had the last? 
And were they now to be considered indiscreet and 
rasn for asserting and maintaining its integrity? He 
certainly could not comprehend the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.S8. eulogized the governor of Maine, whostill, 
he said, remained at his post. The people of that 
state respected and honored their chief magistrate; 
and so long as that officer retained his station, he 
would never relinquish one iota of the rights for 
which the people of Maine were ready to shed the 
last drop of their blood. Whether the national go- 
vernment defended the integrity of the soil of Maine 
or not, (of which, however, be had no fears), the 
gentleman from Massachusetts would find that the 
people of that state were true lo themselves, to their 
state, and the country. 

He agreed with the gentleman entirely as to the 
tone of the correspondence alluded to, and he ( Mr. 
S.) regarded that correspondence as a triumphant 
vindication of the rights of Maine, and not only so, 
but as evincing on the part of the general govern- 
ment an invincible determination to stand by the 
rights of Maine. 

Mr. S. was understood, in conclusion, to say that 
the people of Maine were willing that suitable per- 
sons should go on fo the territory with their treaty 
and their instruments and draw the line, but they 
never would consent to submit a decision of this 
question to any tribunal on any other cundition 
than that the referees should go upon the land, ex- 
amine the territory, and mark out and establish the 
tract. 

Mr. W. Thompson said that the information sought 
in the resolution had been communicated informally 
to the committee on military affairs, and that it was 
now before that committee for the purpose of being 
acted upon. He was understood to say that he 
thought the best plai would be to have the matter 
referred to the committee, that they might report 
upon it, and that the whole might be printed. Still, 
however, he would not raise any special objection 
to the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. T. then proceeded to make some remarks on 
the question to which the resoltion looked. He 
thought there was no reason for this haste. He 
would say that the conduct df the general govern- 
ment in regard to Maine met his entire approval. 
He was rejoiced to hear the remarks of the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Adams); speaking out as all would have expected 
him to do, not only with the spirit and manliness of 
an American patriot, but with the wisdom of an 
American statesman. He (Mr. T.) had not recent- 
ly believed there was any danger of war, though he 
did believe so at the last session of congress. He 
believed that in.the condition in which the matter 
now stuod, war was impossible. Great Britain 
must accede to the proposition as made; if not, she 
would accede to it with certain modifications. He 
would say here that whilst it was the duty of this 
government to speak the language of kindness and 
protection to Maine, it was its duty also to speak 
the language of firmness, nay, somewhat of stern- 
ness, to the authorities of Maine. He knew how 
deeply exciting a matter a contest for territory was; 
but whilst Maine was given to understand that we 
intended to protect her rights and give her the land 
(as to her right to which he had no earthly doubt) 
or an equivalent for it—still he wished her to un- 
derstand that, if a war came, it was our war. We 
teok the matter out of hér hands; and if we were to 
have a war, it was but right that we should have the 
negotiation too. It was too absurd to think of the 
state of Maine talking of fighting Great Britain. 
He repeated, as the war would be ours, if there was 
any, let us also bave the negotiation. 

Mr. T. was not disposed to act upon the matter 





of fortifications now at all events. If there was to 


be a war, or a reasonable chance of a war—if there 
was one chance in onethousand that would justify 
putting the country in a condition to meet if, we 
could not arm too speedily nor too closely. If not, 
we could not spend too little in that way, for we 
had too little to spend. And if, when advices had 
been received from England, they should not be al- 
together pacific, and such as would justify the con- 
fident anticipation of peace, he was then ready to 
arm the country, not so much on the point of dan- 
ger as of national honor. He was not willing to 
treat with Great Britain while British bayonets and 
British fortifications were scattered along the whole 
line of our coast—he desired to treat with arins ia his 
hands. But he was not disposed to accelerate that 
state of things, or to create additional fever temper 
in relation to this question. Six months would put 
us in a condition to resist any aggression; nay, he 
believed we might resist it without any forifica- 
tions at all. We had, thank God, the same means 
which enabled general Jackson to meet the enemy 
on the plains of Louisiana. We had the same 
means of protection—the same stout hearts and 
strong arms in the freemen of this country. 

Mr. T. repelled the idea of invasion of the Ameri- 
can soil, and insisted that we had already fortifica- 
tions which, for a very little money, and in a few 
weeks, would put the country in a condition sue- 
cessfully to resist attack. ‘This led to some cross- 
questioning between Mr. T. and Mr. Wise, as to 
the state of the fortification of the country. 

After which, Mr. Hand moved the previous ques- 
tion. And there was a second. And the main 
question was ordered to be now taken; and, bein 
taken, was decided in theaffirmative. Sothe reso- 
lution, as modified, was adopted. 

The speaker laid before the house a report from 
the secretary of the treasury in relation to the con- 
dition of the banks of the United States; which, on 
motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. And, on motion 
of the same gentleman, 2,000 extra copies thereof 
were ordered to be printed. 

The speaker also laid before the house a com- 
munication froin the second auditor, communicat-. 
ing copies of accounts rendered by persons charged 
with the disbursement of money for the benefit of 
Indians, &c. Referred, and ordered to be printed. 

The speaker also laid before the huuse certain 
depositions in the case of the New Jersey con- 
tested election; referred to the committee of elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Bond obtained leave to make a personal ex- 

planation in relation to a debate in which he parti- 
cipated in on Thursday last, which he stated was 
misrepresented in the Globe, between Mr. Medill 
and himself; to which Mr. Medill, by leave, re- 
lied. 
Mr. Weller obtained a similar leave, but was 
called to order for personal language, and was com- 
pelled to take his seat. For afew moments much 
confusion and uproar were apparent, which, how- 
ever, was silenced by the successful demand of Mr. 
Andrews that the house pass to the special orders of 
the day. 

The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill hav- 
ing been made the special order, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole omthe state of the 
union, (Mr. Casey, of Illinois, in the chair), and 
proceeded to the consideration thereof. A long de- 
bate, at first rather of a desultory kind, thereupon 
arose, in which Messrs. Wise, Jones, Cushing, 

White, of Kentucky, Bell, Biddle, Vanderpoel, Hub- 
bard, Evans (in explanatiun], and Graves, partici- ' 
pated. After which Mr. Duncan obtained the floor, 
but giving way to a motion, by Mr. Briggs, that the 
committee rise, the motion prevailed, and the cow- 
mittee rose, reported progress, and had leave to sit 
again. 

“And then the house adjourned. 

riday, April 10. The business first in order 
was a resolution, heretofore reported by Mr. Briggs 
from the committee on public expenditures, pro- 
viding that the duties originally assigned to that 
committee having been since transferred to other 
committees, and the said committee on public ex- 
penditures having no duties,to perform, it therefore 
be abolished. 

Mr. Cushing entered into an argument of con- 
siderable length against the adoption of the reso- 
lution. He denied not only the premises of the 
resolution, but the conclusion to be drawn from 
these premises, even if true; aud denied, therefore, 
the entire proposition contained in it, and was op- 
posed to its adoption. If the committee was to 
abolished at all, he thought it ought to be done up- 
der a general revision of the rules of the house at 
the commencement of the session, and not at a time 
when there were objects requiring its investigation, 
and when the country needed the light which it 





would be in the power of that committee to bestow. 
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Mr. Bond, as a member of the committee on 
public expenditures, wished that the proposition 
contained in the resolution might be decided u 
at once—instanter; for he desired either to be re- 
lieved from his obligations as a member of the com- 
mittee, or else to go on with the matters of which 
it had cognizance. 

Mr. Briggs replied at some length to Mr. Cushing, 
and went into a statement of the history, powers 
and duties of the committee. The committee, he 
said, had come to the conclusion, after a full exa- 
mination of the rule under which it was appointed, 
taken in counexion with the other rules of the 
house, that they had no duties to perform—that 
their appointment was a inere matter of formality; 
and, bein so, they wished, as the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Bond) had stated, to have the matter 
decided at once. They had wished it to have been 
decided long ago, and it was not their fault that it 
had not been. They had, as soon as possible after 
their appointment, and as soon as they could find a 
place in which to meet, instructed him to report 
the resolution now before the house. Mr. B. went 
into some amusing statements to show the perfect 
oblivion to which every thing connected with this 
committee, save its name alone, had been con- 
signed. 

Mr. Wise rose to make some remarks, but the 
finger of the clock pointing (though an inch or two 
obliquely) to the hour of one— Sats 

Mr. W. yielded to Mr. Jones, of Virginia, who 
called for the special orders of the day. 

Mr. Bell, by general consent, submitted a motion 
that the committee on Indian affairs have leave to 
send for persons and papers in the matters referred 
to them as to the execution of the treaty with the 
Winnebago Indians; which motion was unani- 
mously agreed to. | 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, (Mr, Casey, of 
lilinois, in the chair), on the bill waking appropri- 
ations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
government for the year 1840. 

Mr. Duncan, who was entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded to address the committee at great length, in 
a review of the military, political and pecuniary 
merits, qualifications, propensities and attributes, 
of general Harrison, &c. 

After which the house adjourned. 

Salurday, April 11. The business before the 
house during the morning hour was tbe resolution 
submitted by Mr. Briggs, chairman of the comumit- 
tee on public expenditures, providing that, as the 
duties originally assigned to that committee have 
been transferred to other committees, leaving the 
said committee no duties to perform, it therefore 
be abolished. 

Mr. Wise addressed the house with much ear- 
nestness in opposition to the resolution, in a speech 
in which he animadverted with great severity on 
the neglect to investigate the abuses which he said 
were great and numerous in the departments, and 
on the reasons which had been urged in supped of 
the resolution. The morning hour expired before 
Mr. W. had concluded his remarks; but, by con- 
sent of the house, he was pean to finish. 

A number of senate bills on the speaker’s table 
were taken up, read and referred; alter which the 
house again went into committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, (Mr. Cascy, of Lilinois, in 
the chair), and resumed the consideration of the 
general appropriation bill. After some discussion 
on a question of order, Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, 
moved co strike out the enacting clause of the bill, 
and thereupon proceeded to address the committee 
at considerable length in a speech, in which he ad- 
verted to many items of expenditure in the depart- 
ments on which he commented as extravagant and 
in contrast with the economical professions of the 
administration; and, in the close, took occasion to 
reply to several charges which had been advanced 
against the character of general Harrison. 


Mr. Dromgoole insisted on the rule prescribing 
that a bill in committee shall be debated in order of 
its sections, and contended that the motion to strike 
out the enacting clause was not in order. The 
chair overruled the objection; whereupon, Mr. 
Dromgoole took an appeal, but subsequently with- 
drew it. The question was then put on Mr. Gid- 
dings’ motion, and it was negatived without a 
corhe first item of the bill having been read, Mr, 
Wise went at large into a speech in which he comn- 

ared the amount to be appropriated to the civil 
Fist by this bill with the amount of similar appro- 


riations in former years, especially with those of 


the administration of Mr. 4dums, which had been 
so much reprobated by its opponents. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, addressed the committee in reply, vin- 





dicating the bill, and challenging Mr. W. to a de- 
tailed examination of its items. 

Mr. Wise rose in rejoinder, and having accepted 
the challenge, and produced a portfolio of papers 
as preparatory to his speech. Loud cries were 
made to rise, and Mr. W. yielding, moved for the 
rising of the committee. 

The committee then rose, and the house ad- 
journed. Mr. Wise holding the floor for Monday. 

Monday, April 13. The speaker laid before the 
house a communication containing additional testi- 
mony in relation to the New Jersey election; which 
was referred to the committee of elections. 

The house then proceeded, during the morning 
hour, to the recepiion of petitions; (the residue of 
the day having already been set apart to the con- 
sideration of the general appropriation bill). 

The states were called in order, when memori- 
als were presented as follows: 

Mr. J. W. Williams presented petitions to pro- 
tect the revenue from fraud; which, on his motion, 
were referred to the committee of the whole, hav- 
ing that subject under consideration. 

Also, the petition of M. Snow and others, for 
rescinding the rule rejecting abolition petitions. 

Mr. Cushing presented resolves of the legislature 
of Massachusetts, setting forth that the relation of 
debtor and creditor, upon which the freedom and 
prosperity of our citizens so intimately depend, 
ought to be defined, enforced and discharged by 
uniform, equitable and permanent laws throughout 
the union; that the right of the citizens of each state 
to the full enjoyment of all the privileges and im- 
munities of citizens in the several states requires 
the simultaneous exercise by congress of its several 
powers, to regulate commerce, to coin money and 
regulate the value thereof, and to establish a uni- 
form system of bankruptcy; and that American 
commerce, as well in its permanent interests as its 
temporary embarrassments, justly and urgently 
calls upon congress to exercise its constitutional 
power to establish uniform laws on the subject of 
bankruptcies throughout the United States. 

Mr. C. said that, in presenting these resolves, he 
took leave to add the expression of his earnest hope 
and desire that congress would act on the subject 
the present session. 

The resolves were then referred to the commit- 
tee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Lincoln presented resolves of the legislature 
of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, declaring 
the sense of the legislature, that the people of that 
commonwea!th have just cause of complaint on ac- 
count of the treatment by the general government, 
in withholding the payment of the claims for militia 
disbursements and expenses incurred by the state 
in the Jate war with great Britain, after the same 
had been examined and allowed by the officer duly 
appointed to make such examination: and further 
declaring that the course pursued by congress in 
this matter, towards Massachusetts, is a manifest 
violation of justice, and that she would not be true 
to herself if she should consent to remain contented 
and silent, while she is deprived of her acknow- 
ledged rights. 

Mr. Lincoln moved the printing of the resolves, 
and their reference to the committee on military 
affairs; which was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Lincoln also offered the petition of Charles 
White and numerous other citizens of Holden, in 
the fifth congressional district of Massachusetts, 
remonstrating against the rule of the house of re- 
presentatives excluding from reception petitions on 
the subject of slavery, and asking its immediate 
repeal; Which petition Mr. L. moved to have re- 
ferred to a select committee, with instructions to 
report a rescission of the obnoxious rule. Ordered 
to be laid on the table. 

Mr. Adams having presented certain resolutions 
of the legislature of Massachusetts in relation.to 
laws passed by other states, which led to the im- 
prisonment of citizens of Massachusetts within 
their bounds, moved their reference to a select 
committee. Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, moved 
that they lie on the table. On tbis motion Mr. 
Calhoun, of Massachusetts, demanded the yeas and 
nays; which being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 
102, nays 49. So the resolutions were laid on the 
table. 

The same disposition was made of another resolu 
tion of the Massachusetts legislature, declaring the 
rule adopted by the house of representatives ex- 
cluding abolition petitions to be in violation of the 
constitution: yeas 105, nays 44. 

The hour expired before Mr. Adams had got 
through presenting his memorials; but Mr. Lincaln 
and Mr. Dawson, by leave, obtained the reference 
of some papers presented by them, the particulars 
of which the reporter did not obtain. 

Mr. Randolph, of New Jersey, moved to defer 
the order of the day, (viz: the general appropria- 





———— 


tion bill), for the purpose of continuing the call of 
the pate for petitions; but the motion was nega- 
tived. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, moved that the house now proceed to 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Rice Garland hoped, before the house pro- 
ceeded further, that the minority of the committee 
on the public printing would be permitted to pre- 
sent the report they had prepared on the resolution 
submitted to that committee, that it might be laid 
on the table and printed, so as to give time for its 
consideration before that subject came up. 

Mr. Black, chairman of the committee on print- 
ing, objecting to this course, Mr. Graves moved to 
suspend the rules to enable the report of the mi- 
nority to be received. Mr. Black said the majority 
of the committee had not yet made their report in 
full. The fime within which they were allowed to 
do so had been extended by a vote of the house, 
and he meant to avail himself of the utmost limit 
allowed him. If the minority of the committee 
chose to present their views in the meanwhile, they 
might do so; but he hoped their report would not 
be printed till that of the majority should have 
been received. Mr. Graves said that the time al- 
lowed the committee would expire to-morrow.— 
The question being put on suspending the rules, it 
was decided in the negative by yeas and nays, as 
follows: yeas 74, nays 89. So the house refused 
to suspend the rules to allow Mr. Garland to intro- 
duce the report of the minority of the printing com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Jones renewed his call for the orders of the 


day. 
Mr. Graves offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the select committee on printing be 
instructed to report forthwith upon that branch of the 
subject referred to them which proposes an inquiry into 


the propriety of separating the public printing from the 
political press. 


Mr. Black objecting, Mr. Graves moved to sus- 
pend the rules to enable him to move this resolu- 
tion; when, after a brief colloquy between Messrs. 
Graves and Black, which was not in order. The 
question was put, and the motion to suspend the 
rules was negatived, without a count. 


The house then went again into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Casey, of U- 
linois, in the chair), on the general appropriation 
bill. Mr. Wise, who had the floor, resumed his 
speech upon the bill; insisting further on the ground 
he had before taken in reference to the extrava- 
gance of the present administration, in illustration 
of which he went into a comparison of the expen- 
ditures under the different presidents of the United 
States from general Washington downward—con- 
cluding the whole by the position that this adminis- 
tration had doubled the expenditure of its illustri- 
ous predecessor; and had, in time of peace, nearly 
trebled the expenditure of Mr. Madison’s adminis- 
tration during our last war with Great Britain, that 
averaging but eighteen millions, while the expen- 
ditures under Mr. Van Buren’s averaged thirty- 
seven miilions. 

Mr. Jones rose in reply, insisting that the excess 
of expenditure was owing to a variety of appropri- 
ations of money for special objects, which did not 
enter into the expenditures of former years. If 
these were deducted, it would be found that the 
expenses of government had only increased with the 
gradual increase of population, and the power and 
greatness of the nation, &c. 


The debate was continued urtil six o’clock by 
Messrs. Samuels, Slanly, Wise and Hopkins. - 

Mr. Stanly, when he took the floor, expressed 
his intention to reply to some reinarks made by Mr. 
Duncan in committee the other day, in relation to 
the charge of abolition brought against general Har- 
rison, and read a great number of extracts from dif- 
ferent papers. In the course of the reading, Mr. 
Hopkins and Mr. Wise, who rose in the first instance 
merely incidentally, were drawn into a long and 
very animated debate, the effect of which was es- 
sentially, though under the acquiescing courtesy 
of Mr. Slanly, to exclude him from ihe debate for 
the residue of the sitting. 

The incidental debate having been finally brought 
to a close, Mr. Hopkins said he would, as an act of 
justice to the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Stanly), move that the committee rise. Mr. Stanly 
was, he said, for his own part, willing to go on; but 
as gentlemen around him seemed desirous that the 
committee should rise, he would give way for the 
motion. And the committee rose, reported pro- 
gress and asked leave to sit again. 

And the house adjourned. -» 

Tuesday, April 14. On motion of Mr. Jones, of 
Virginia, the house took up, considered and adopted 
a resolution heretofore offered by him, providing 
for the printing of 2,500 extra copies of the report 
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of the secretary of the treasury on the condition of tion heretofore adopted, instructing that committee 


the deposite banks. 

The speaker atnounced the special order of the 
‘day to be the report, heretofore made, froin the se- 
lect committee on printing. . 

_ Mr. Jones, of Virginia, asked the general consent 
of the, house to offer a resolution, providing that the 
special order on the report of the committee on the 
public printing be postponed until the house shall 
finally have disposed of the bill making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 


ne 


government for the year 1840; and that the said 


écial order be then taken up and considered as 
though no postponement thereof had been made. 
‘Mr. Rice Garland said that, before that was done, 
he hopéd the house would consent to let hin make 
a report from the minority of the committee on the 
pub eS Otherwise he should object. 

Mr. Dromgoole ani Mr. Briggs put inquiries to 
the chair as to the condition of the business before 
the’ nouse; after which, objection was made to al- 
lowing Mr. &. Garland to make his report. Mr. 
R. Garland said that the chairman of the select 


committee on printing (Mr. Black), had been di- 


rectéd to draw up a report ever since the 16th of 
Iaarch, and it was not here yet. Mr. D. H. Lewis 
said’ he understood the chairinan was ready to make 
his réport this morning. Mr. R. Garland said he 
was willing to withdraw his objection to the intro- 
duction of the resolution if all the réports and pa- 
pers might be presented to the house and ordered 
to be printed: Mr. Black said that whenever the 
special order in relation to the public printing 
should come up, he was ready to make a report 
from the majority of the committee. The speaker 
said that, regularly, that special order would coine 
up this morning, but that a motion had been made 
to postpone it. Mr. Black said he had been under 
the impression that the special order was the gene- 
ral appropriation bill. The speaker said the special 
order was the report of the select committee on the 
public printing. Mr. R. Garland suggested that 
the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Black) should 
now make his report. Mr. Leet said that if the 
gentlemen were both prepared to make their re- 
ports, he would suggest that the reports be first 
made, and that then the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Jones) be agreed to. Mr. 
Black said he was ready to make his report. And 
thereupon, by a process so sudden and informal as 
almost to escape observation, Mr. Rice Garland 
handed in the report of the minority with a bill ap- 
pended thereto; and Mr. Black handed in the re- 
port of the majority, and, by general cousent, all 
the said documents were ordered to be printed.— 
These reports relate to the separation of the 
patronage of the government from the public press. 

Mr. Evans was understood to ask for the reading 
of the bill accompanying the report of the minority. 
Mr. Dromgoole was understood to submit to the 
chair that a bill could not be introduced and read 
except by the majority of the committee, or on 
leave. Mr. R. Garland said he was willing to 
withdraw the bill. Let it be printed, however, and 
he would add to the report of the minority a propo- 
sition in the shape of a resolution. Mr. Dromgoole 
objected, he said, to any bill being received unless 
reported in the usual way. The speaker said it 
was offered only in the shape of a recommendation 
from the minority of the committee, and as a part 
of their report. Mr. Black said the majority of the 
committee had reported no bill, and he objected to 
any bill being reported by the minority. The 
speaker. The house does not receive it as a bill.— 
Mr. Wise. It is only part of the report. Mr, 
Black moved that the report of the majority be 
pes: Mr. R. Garland moved that that report 

e printed, together with the minority report, &c. 
Mr. Botls submitted to the chair that the question 
had already been decided, and the printing been or- 
dered. The cpeaker said the question had been de- 
cided, and the question before the heuse was on the 
resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Jones ). 

Mr. Russell suggested to Mr. Jones to modify the 
resolution so as to exclude Fridays and Saturdays. 
Otherwise he (Mr. R.) must oppose it. Mr. Jones 
having declined to do this, the question was taken, 
and ‘the resolution was adopted. So the special 
order on the report of the committee on the public 
elem was postponed until the house shall finally 

ave disposed of the general appropriation bill. 

Mr. Johnson, of Virginia, chairman of the com- 
mittee on accounts, asked leave to make a report 
from that committee. Obdjection being made, Mr. 
J. moved a suspension of the rule; on which mo- 
ticn there appeared: ayes 70, noes 40; no quoruin 
voting. Mr. J. asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 
128, mays 28. So the rules were suspended.— 
Mr. J. then presented his report (under a resolu- 


to inquire into the contracts for stationery, &c). 
A majority of the committee, he said, had concur- 
red init; but one member (Mr. Johnston, of New 
Four) dissented, and was prepared (he understood ) 
to submit a counter report. At the time the reso- 
lution was adopted, the committee was engaged in 
an examination of the accounts for stationery ren- 
dered at the commencement of the session; and the 
vperations of the committee had been suspended in 
consequence of the adoption of thatresolution. The 
majority had instructed him to say that they consi- 
dered it their duty to go on and audit the accounts, 
and pay what might seeim just, unless the house 
thought proper to instruct thein to the contrary. 
He would move that the report be printed. 

Mr. Johnston, of New York, then presented a 
counter report, of whieh he also moved the print- 
ing. He made several remarks, of which the re- 
porter could hear scarcely any thing beyond the 
statement that the committee had refused to send 
for witnesses and testimony as authorised by the 
resolution; and that it would be a mere farce, the 
committee being thus disarmed, to permii them to 
go on of their own volition, and in their own way, 
and to audit and allow the payment of the balance 
of Mr. Langtree’s accounts. 

Mr. Everett called for the reading of the two reports. 

Mr. Petrikin moved the re-commitment of the 
report to the committee on accounts, with instruc- 
tions, the purport of which was understood to be, 
first, to inquire and report whether the prices paid 
by the clerk for stationery were as reasonable as 
those paid to other persons for stationery of like 
quality. Secondly, whether it was not of an infe- 
rior kind compared with that of the two last con- 
gresses. Thirdly, whether any allowance had been 
asked by the clerk, and, if any, how much, on the 
score of difference of exchange. And fourthly, 
whether any advance had been made by the clerk. 

Mr. Evereit then renewed his call for the reading 
of the two reports; first, however, asking the read- 
ing of the resolution of instructions to the com- 
mittee; which having been read, the clerk read the 
report of the majority, (exclusive of the accounts); 
and proceeded to read the report of the minority, 
but had not concluded when, the hour of one hav- 
ing arrived—Mr. Jones moved that the house pro- 
ceed to the special orderof the day. Mr. Johnson, 
of Virginia, moved that the further reading of the 
report be dispensed with, in order that the printing 
of the two reports and documents might be ordered. 
Mr. Wise objected on the ground that he desired to 
move are-reference. Mr. Johnston, of New York, 
hoped no honorable gentleman would contemplate 
moving a re-reference under the circumstances. 
And petding farther action thereon, the house 
passed to the special order of the day. 

The house, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, 
again resolved itself into committee of the whole 
vn the state of the union (Mr. Casey, of Lllinois, 
in the chair) on the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the govern- 
ment for the year 1840. 

Mr. Slanly, who held the floor from yesterday, 
resumed and concluded his remarks. 

Mr. Steenrod spoke in reply, defending Mr. Tup- 
pan, of the senate, from the attack made on hii for 
very violent language used by him in regard to 
slavery and slaveholders. 

Mr. Stanly rejoined; commenting with greater 
severity still on the character and conduct of Mr. 
Tappan. 

Mr. Dawson remonstrated against the diversion 
of the debate from the subject of the bill; and while 
he admitted that the reputation of gen. Harrison 
had been raised very much in consequence of all 
that had passed between his enemies and defenders, 
he deprecated any further reference to the merits 
of either of the presidential candidates. 

Mr. Graves took the opposite side, and insisted 
that the discussion was well timed, and strictly le- 
gitimate, and he hopc i it would continue. 

Mr. Marvin agreed in opinion with Mr. Dawson, 
and deprecated the course of debate was out of or- 
der aud gratuitous, inasmuch as the people were 
well informed on all the topics adverted to. 

Mr. Ogle, of Pennsylvania, then took the floor, 
and having moved toamend the bill by striking out 
the clause appropriating $3,665 for repairs in the 
presidential mansion, and for trees and shrubbery, 
tc. for the further improvement of the grounds 
around it: indicating, at the same time, his pur- 
pose, when in order, to move various other amend- 
ments, reducing the expenditure for foreign inter- 
course, &c. Mr. O. then commenced a review of 
the various appropriations made for the purchase 
of furniture for the president’s house from the close 
of Mr. Adam’s administration to the present time; 
commenting, as he proceeded, ina style of mingled 
|humor and denunciation, which enchained the at- 








tention of the house and preduced loud and frequent 
bursts of merriment, until he yielded to a motion for 
the rising of the committee, which motion pvreyail- 
ing, the committee rose, and the house adjourned, 

Wednesday April 15. The chair announced that 
the first business in order was the reports of the 
committee an accounts, in relation to the contraets 
existing between Mr. Langtree and the clerk of the 
house for furnishing stationery, &c.; and the imme- 
diate question before.the house was the motion. to 
recommit the reports to the coinmittee on accounts, 
with the following instructions, moved by Mr. Pe- 
trikin: 

“1, Whether the prices paid by the clerk of this 
house for stationery are reasonable prices, when com- 
pared with what stationery can be purchased for from 
other persons, of like quality. _ 

“2. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior kind, 
when compared with the stationery purchased for this 
house at the last two sessions of congress. 

“3. Whether any allowance was asked by the clerk, 
either in writing or verbally, for the difference in ex- 
change between Philadelphia and New York; and if 
any, how much. 

“4. Whether any payment has been made by the 
clerk to the contractor, in advance, on his contract, or 
the auditing of his account by the committee. 

After a few words from Messrs. Johnston, of New 
York, and Jumes Garland, 

Mr. Johnston, of N. York, moved the following 
as a substitute for the above instructions, viz: 

“That the resolution which passed this house on the 
4th day of March last, upon the subject of stationery, 
and the reporis thereon, and the other matters therein 
contained, be committed to a select committee, with 
—_- instructions to inquire and report to the 

ouse: 

‘Whether the prices paid by the clerk ot this house 
for stationery are reasonable, when compared with 
prices for which stationery of the same quality could 
have been purchased of other persons than those of 
whom he purchased. 

“2. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior qua- 
lity, when compared with the stationery furnished this 
house at the last two sessions of congress. 

“3. In what mode or manner the clerk has advanced 
or paid money to said Langtree in relation to said sta- 
tionery, the amounts paid, and the different times when 
paid; and that said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers.” ; ; 

Mr. Johnson then went into a series of remarks 
on the course pursued by the committee on ac- 
counts in reference to the contracts of the clerk of 
the house with Mr. Langtree for stationery; remon- 
strating earnestly against the recommitment of that 
subject to the committee on accounts, and urging 
its reference to a select committee. 

Mr. Joseph Johnson, of Va. chairman of the com- 
mittee on accounts, responded in vindication of the 
course of the committee, and expressed his entire 
willingness that the subject should go to a select 
committee if the house so willed. 

Before he had concluded his remarks, the morn- 
ing hour expired, and the subject, therefore, lies 
over until to-morrow. ! 

The speaker laid before the house a number of 
communications on his table, consisting of addition- 
al testimony in the New Jersey case, two messages 
of the president communicating documents in reply 
to calls of the house, also sundry private bills froin 
the senate; all of which were appropriately re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Davee by leave presented certain resolutions 
of the legislature of the state of Maine on the sub- 
ject of the northeastern boundary of the United 
States; which were laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, demanded the order of the day, (which 
was the consideration of the general appropriation 
bill;) when 

Mr, Adams earnestly pressed for the taking up of 
the bill to prevent frauds in the public revenue, which 
had also been made the order for this day. After 
inuch conversation, he wished it made at least the 
special order after the appropriation bill shall have 
been disposed of, and so continue every day till 
gone through with; but this tue house refused, and, 
after a desultory discussion on the order of busi- 
ness, it was finally ordered that the consideration of 
that bill be made the special order for one day when 
the general appropriation bill should have been dis- 
posed of. 

The house then proceeded to the orders of the 
day, and, again going into committee of the whole, 
(Mr. Casey, of Illinois, in the chair), resumed the 
consideration of the general appropriation bill, 

Mr. Ogie, who was entitled to the floor, resumed 
the course of his remarks in opposition to the item 
in the bill for furniture for the president’s house, 
alterations, trees, shrubbery, compost an@ labor, on 
the grounds round the mansion; and had not con- 
cluded his remarks when the committee rose and 
the house adjourned. 
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: CHRONICLE. — 

CumBERLAND ROAD. T'he great future. During the 
recent debate, not yet terminated, on appropriatin 
$150,000 towards going on with this road—to whic 
the administration members are strongly opposed. Mr. 
Howard, of Indiana, in the course of a very goc 
me fh, in or of the road, thus spoke of what it is, 
and is to be. bbdes 

“The Cumberland road is,” said Mr. Howard, “the 
greniaes of all our national works: a thoroughfare which 
et es talk as they may, and resist it as they will, , 
is destined to be | to the foot of the Rocky moun- 
tains, and through them, if it cannot be constructed 
over them, and to terminate at some great mart on the 
Pacific, from whence our trade will be carried on with 
the Wier Waaes, not Cuba, Jamaica, &c. but the 
West Indies. We hear the Cumberland road spoke of 
as a local measure. Sir, it is the commencement not 
of an Appain or Emilian way, but of a prouder monu- 
ment—vone that is to connect two oceans—that even 
now embraces “in its ample span”’ almost half a con- 
tinent. Yes, sir, oppose itas you tee but Ameri- 
can money, American genius and American enter- 
prise, will carry it forward, and it will be travelled by 
the representatives from the states of the Oregon, if 
the spirits of disorder and disunion shall not rend us 
asunder, and defeat that destiny which, as a united 
people, awaits us. It will not be a canal, frozen up in 
winter, nor a railway, that some Charles Martel, with 
a single blow, may render unfit for use, but a paved 
highway, over which our armies may march, our muni- 
tions of war be transported from one side of this vast 
continent to the other. Sir, our children will look with 
pride upon this work, and boast that it was the work of 
their fathers. I, sir, would be amongst the last to do 
violence to the constitution; but both the instrument 
and its construction have been given tous by the states- 
men who have passed away; and shall we now cease 
to make it that beneficial instrument, which, for an 
age, the action of the government has made 11?” 


Cemrtimentary. A Newfoundland paper thus com- 
pliments the house of assembly in that island: 

“Take them for all in all, from the speaker down- 
wards, we do not suppose that a greater set of low- 
lived and lawless scoundrels, as public men, can be 
found under the canopy of heaven.” 


Deatu or caprain Ritey. We regret to learn that 
capt. James Riley died on the 15th March, on board 
of his brig, the William ‘Tell, bound to Mogadore, in 
the 63d year of his age. 


Captain Riley was extensively knownin this country 
and in Europe, as the author of a personal narrative of 
great interest, connected with his shipwreck and cap- 
tivity among the wild Arabs on the southern coast of 
Africa, and his extraordinary perils, sufferings and ad- 
ventures. On the first appearance of the book it was 
supposed by many to have been a mere romance, 
until the work of Judah Paddock was published, who 
had been wrecked nearly in the same place and suf- 
fered among the savages of that cuast, and it corrobo- 
rated many of capt. Riley’s details. We remember, in 
particular, how little credence was given of his decla- 
ration, that his excessive sufferings had so reduced him 
that hé@weighed but sixty pouuds. It is rather singular 
that after his escape from the Arabs, and.the kindness 
shewn to him by Mr. Wiltshire, at Mogadore, captain 
Riley has since, with the exception of a few years in 
which he resided in Ohio, constantly traded to that port. 
He was familiar with its commerce, we may say had 
nearly the entire monopoly, was a favoriie with the au- 
thorities of that place, yet his destiny seemed to have 
led him, voyage after voyage, to approach the same 
cuast, the same “metchant-marring rocks,” the same 
inhospitable mountains ot sand, so long the scenes of 
his anguish and accute sufferings. He must have been 
trading from this country to Mogadore for the last 
twenty-five years. Of late his health has been declin- 
ing, his robust frame seemed to have given way to dis- 
ease, and he finally sank under it, removed from his 
family and friends. 

Captain Riley in many respects was an extraordina- 
ry man—he had a strong mind, great energy and per- 
severance of character, not easily daunted by danger, 
was grateful to the last for the kindness shown to him 
in adversity, and possessed many excellent traits of 
character. His work, which may be considered as an 
authentic detail, has had a wide circulation, and has 
always been considered a very interesting narrative. 

[New York Evening Star, 


East InvtA company. A return has been printed by 
order of the house of commons, of the territorial reve- 
nues and disbursements of the East [ndia company, 
for the years 1835, 1836 and 1837, with an estimate of 
both for 1838. ‘I'he results, which are all the public 
care about, are of a very favorable kind. In the year 
1835, which was that succeeding the abrogation of their 
charter as a trading company, and in which the greater 
part of their commercial assets were realized, there ex- 
isted a surplus of income over expenditure of £3,000,000, 
after deducting a sum of £2,000,000 set apart for the 
formation of a guarantee find for the proprietors of East 
India stock. [n 1836 the surplus was £2,000,000; in 
1837, £2,470,000; and for 1833 the estimate of surplus 
is £1,300,000. ‘The public debt of the Kast India com- 
pany, at-the several residences, on the Ist of Apzril, 
1337, is stated at £30,400,000, and the interest on it at 
£1,440,000. The rate of interest paid for the vari- 
ous loans varies from 4 to 10 per cent. but the average 
is about 4 3-4 per cent. 





Exzcrions. The scoaggs iable will be found hand 
asa matter of reference. Iihas been compiled wi 


great care, and is believed to be accurate: 


States. — State election. ~ Pres’t election. 

N. Hampshire, March 10. November 2. 
Connecticut, April 6. - 2. 
Rhode Island, de “ 18, 
Virginia, * 22. # 2: 
* Louisiana, July 6. ¥ 3. 
Alabama, August 3. . 9. 
Kentucky, eS * 2. 
Indiana, a. * % 2. 
*Tllinois, a 2. 
Missouri, ~ a 2- 
Tennessee, - eS me 19. 
N. Carolina, in August. eae 
*Vermont, Sept. 1. " 10. 
*Maine, * 14, " 2. 
(pat re October 5. “ 2. 
Maryland, | que 2 9. 
South Carolina, “* 12. by legislature. 

*Pennsylvania, Of Pan 6. 
*Ohio, is ct “ 6. 
*New York, Nov. 23 and 24. ** 23 and 24, 


*New Jersey, ‘“ 3and 4. “Sand 4. 
Mississippi, ” 2. 96 2. 


Michigan, “ 2. “ 2. 
Arkansas, * 2. “a 2. 
*Massachusetts, ‘* 9. * 9. 
*Delaware, “ 10. “ 10, 


Those states marked with a star, choose members of 


congress on the same day that state officers are 
chosen. : 

The electors meet at the capitals of the respective 
states in which they are chosen,on the second day ot 
December, and give in their ballots for president and 
vice president. [Boston Dem. 


EXTENSIVE FIRE. Washington, April 11. A great 
fire broke oat in the heart of this city between two and 
three o’clock this morning. The printing office of the 
Madisonian is destroyed, with all the furniture, types, 
three good presses and a large quantity of paper. f. 
Alien, the proprietor’s, loss is estimated at five thou- 
sand dollars, and no insurance. The office and bin- 
dery of the Democratic Review were destroyed, in- 
cluding many copies of the Madison papers and the 
plates. The proprietors have an insurance of six thou- 
sand dollars. 

The Medical college of the city was also burnt and 
other buildings. I have heard no estimate of the loss, 
and hardly know its extent. Mr. Allen slept in one 
of the rooms of the building adjoining his printing of- 
fice, and went through every part of it an hour or two 
before the conflagration. In the room adjoining the 
office there had been ne fire, and the general opinien is 
that the building was set on fire 

The madisonian of this date had been wholly issued. 
The publication of the paper will not be suspended, but 
will appear as usual on ‘Tuesday. 

The Globe adds—The roof and the upper floor of the 
Medical college were burnt: insured for $3,000; and it 
will require that sum, it is supposed, to repair it. The 
Baptist church was injured to the amount of $500 or 
$600. A frame soap factory was entirely destroyed, 
worth, probably, between $800 and $1,000. 


Law OF NEwsparersS. We learn from the Boston 
Courier, that judge Williams, in a late case before the 
common please, laid down the Jaw in relation to a ques- 
tion interesting to editors of newspapers, as follows: 

1. Where a subscriber to a newspaper orders it to be 
discontinued, and it continues to be lett at his residence, 
the presumption, is, in the absence of any evidence to 
the contrary, that it is left by the subscriber’s orders, and 
upon a promise to pay for it. 

2. If a newspaper ts left from day to day for a person 
at his place of business with his knowledge and con- 
sent, though not his express consent, and if he has rea- 
son to believe that it is sodeft under the belief, thougha 
mistaken one, that he is a subscriber, and under the 
expectation that he is to pay for it; in that case he will be 
bound to pay for it, unless he gives a notice to discon- 
tinue it. 


Mernopists. ‘The doctrines of Weslyan Methodism 
are now preached in more than 20 different languages. 


From Oxford, where it was first attempted, they have: 


gone and erected their standard in every town in Eng- 
land, in western and southern Africa, Ceylon and con- 
tinental India, New South Wales, Van Diemans’ Land, 
New Zealand, Toga, Habai islands, Vavouislands, Fe- 
ice islands, the West Indies, the Canadas, Scotland, 
reland, Sweden, Germany, France, Cadiz, Gibraltar 
and Malta, Nova Scotia, New Foundland, Isle of Man, 
Isle of Wight, Isle of Jersey, Guernsey and Alderney, 
the F riendly islands and Texas, besides our own 26 
United States. ' 

There are in England 3,000 Methodist chapels and 
279,000 members; 3,339 Sabbath schools, 341,442 
scholars, and 59,217 teachers. 

In Canada, there are 14,000 members; in Ireland, 
26,244. In the United States the Methodist episcopal 
church has 23 annual conferences, 3,106 preachers in 
actual service, 216 pth et or worn out in the 
service, and about 5,800 local preachers, and 2,420,000 
members attendant upon their ministry; besides 80,000 
colored members, and upward of 2,000 converted In- 
dians. And there are in immediate connection with 
the several conferefices, 6 collegiate institutions, and 1 
university, besides many minor and private establish- 
ments. Four of these are west of the A/legieny moun- 
tains, and three in the Atlantic states. (Chr. Indez. 


| 


Mexico. An entire revolution took place at Laguna 
on the 10:h March, the people rising ex masse in favor 
of federalism, and declaring the port open to all na- 
tions. Like movements occurred in the interior, and 
an army of 5,000 federalists organizing at Merida had 
proceeded against Campeachy. The British ship Tyer- 
wald had arrived at Campeachy from Vera Cruz, and 
succeeded in landing and getting in the city 300 troops. 
The gates of the city were closed, with the exception 
of the Mole gate. On the 19th, 700 more federal troops 
left Merida, to assist in capturing Campeachy. The 
federal army had no heavy cannon, and it was 
thought the garrison would be reduced by_starvation. 
Flour was 35 dollars. On the 13th, the government is- 
sued a proclamation, ordering those that could not pro- 
= two months’ provisions in their houses, to leave 
the city. 


Newsparers. It appears from a pretty carefully col- 
lected table in the Boston Almanac, (though by the 
way, We See some errors in the list of cur papers) that 
the numbers in Maine, including semi-weeklies, &c. 
is 43; in New ag ark 25; in Connecticut, 30; 
Rhode Island, 15; assachusetts, 109; total, 248 in 
New-England. ‘T'hose who are curious in such mat- 
ters may amuse themselves by comparing these returns 
with the respective populations of the states. Massa - 
chusetts would be found greatly ahead in such a cal- 
culation, having over double the number of papers 
than New Hampshire and Vermont have together. 
The two last are just equal to each other, if to the 
New Hampshire list be added, as it should be, Hill's 
“Monthly Visiter.” In Boston much the largest pro- 
portion of papers to the popenecen is found, as might 
be expected—being 46 (at least) to 80,000 inhabitants, 


or one to every 1,739. [Boston Transcript. 


C. G. Newcoms. The New York papers of Satur- 
day contain an advertisement offering a reward of 
$5,000, with all reasonable expenses, for the apprehen- 
sian and delivery to the officers of justice in that city, 
ee e G. Newcomb, late first teller of the Manhattan 

ank. 


Oregon. The bill submitted by Mr. Linn, in the 
senate of the United States, relative to this fine territo- 
ry, proposes that congress shall provide a bounty of 
610 acres of land for every white male inhabitant of 
said territory of the age of 18 years, or upwards, who 
shall cultivate and use the same for five consecutive 
years. 

There has never been a final adjustment of the 
question between this country and Great Britain con- 
cerning the right to the Oregon region. Our claim 
rests partly upon the first discovery of the mouth of the 
Columbia or Oregon river, and the subsequent explora- 
tion of the country by Lewis and Clarke; and the 
right is still farther secured by the Florida treaty, which 
vests in the United States all the rights of Spain in the 
northwest from California to the Russian settlements. 
The Spanish explorations of the coast were made 
earlier than those of England, and in so far as such 
priority may give superior right the same belongs to the 
United States by virtue of the transfer from Spain. In 
our treaties and negotiations with England, the settle- 
ment of our exact boundary line in this direciion has 
always been deferred or left incomplete. In the mean- 
time a powerful agent and instrument of British influ- 
ence, the Hudson Bay company, has fixed itself upon 
the territory and has extended its operations over a 
vast region. Within a year or two past the attention of 
public men in this country has been turned occasion- 
ally to the subject, and its great importance is beginning 
to be acknowledged. It will perhaps cost some trou- 
ble to retrieve what has been suffered to go contrary to 
our interests and rights, through remissness on the 
part of the nation hitherto. [ Balt. Amer. 


Oyster. The large oyster taken by Xavier Fran- 
cois, while oystering on Monday last, was brought up 
from the wharf on a dray last evening. An oyster 
meses ag tree feet one inch in length and twenty- 
three and a half inches across the widest part of it, is 
a curiosity. Mr. Ayres, the purchaser, wil exhibit it 
at the Alhambra this day at 11 o’clock, when it will be 
opened and served upin his usual good style. 

. [Mobile Adv. 


PRINTING IN THE Unitep States. According to an 
estimate made sometime since, by the New Bedford 
Mercury, the printing business in the U. States gives 
employment t6 two hundred thousand persons, and 
thirty millions of capital. 


Ruinocerous. We regret to learn, that the Rhino- 
cerous belonging to the Zoological Institute, died yes- 
terday. ‘The animal was valued at $15,000, 


THE COMING WHEAT crop. The Alexandria Gazette 
states that the growing wheat looks uncommonly well, 
and that the farmers hope for large crops. We trust 
that no fly, nor rust, nor smut may prevail, to blast their 
expectations. 


Wueat aT Harrissurc. Alluding to certain erro- 
neous reports, in distant papers, as to the price of 
wheat (quoting it at 82 cents) in Harrisburg, the Tele- 
graph of Tuesday says: ‘*We saw a lot of fine wheat 
offered the other day at 75 cents a bushel, cash; but no 
purchaser was found. ‘The nominal price for wheat is 
75 cents, but no one wants to buy at that, to pay cash; 
and we have understood that it has been sold as low 
as 72 cents a bushel. We have heard of some sales 
of very fine wheat at 80 cents, on time. This is the 





real state of the wheat market at Harrisburg.” 
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